Report to Central Plains Mennonite Conference
Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary: Sara Wenger Shenk, president

Area conference connections
AMBS students from CPMC congregations
MDiv Connect: Joel Beachy (East Union), H. Jill Hofer
(Hutterthal), Rachelle Luitjens (Sugar Creek), Matthew
Troyer-Miller (Wood River), Andrea Wall (Bethesda)
MA in Christian Formation: Jonah Yang (Emmanuel)

Resources for faith formation and
leadership development
Academic programs
AMBS serves the church as a learning community with an
Anabaptist vision, educating followers of Jesus Christ to be
leaders for God’s reconciling mission in the world.
Are you feeling drawn to deepen your understanding of
Scripture, Anabaptist theology and faith? Our programs
integrate academics, spiritual formation and practice,
equipping students to read the Bible with an Anabaptist
lens, apply critical thinking skills, lead compassionately
and live faithfully — wherever God may call them to serve.
Master of Divinity (80 credit hours)
Master of Arts in Christian Formation (60 hours)
Master of Arts: Theology and Peace Studies (60 hours)
Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies (27 hours)
ambs.edu/academics
Distance education options include the MDiv Connect
program — which includes online and hybrid courses —
and the fully online Graduate Certificate program.
ambs.edu/mdivconnect
ambs.edu/academics/certificates

Lifelong learning
AMBS’s Church Leadership Center offers various
nondegree options for you to continue your
education and strengthen your leadership skills:
Short courses: Exploring Anabaptist History
and Theology (online); Understanding
Anabaptist Approaches to Scripture (online)
Seminars and workshops (online and on-campus)
Pastors and Leaders (Feb. 25–28, 2019)
Leadership Clinics (Feb. 25, 2019)
Become a member of the Church Leadership
Center! Members can receive additional benefits,
including substantial discounts on events.
ambs.edu/lifelong-learning
Journey: A Missional Leadership Development
Program is a 2-1/2-year nondegree leadership
development program for people exploring a
call to ministry. The distance-friendly program
features a five-unit online curriculum, biweekly
mentor-mentee meetings and one visit to the
AMBS region per year. Participants receive a
certificate upon meeting program requirements.
ambs.edu/journey
Host a “Reading the Bible with Jesus” workshop with itinerant Bible teacher Bryan Moyer
Suderman for 1–2 days of digging deep into
one of the Gospels to gain tools for reading
and interpreting Scripture like Jesus did, in
light of today’s world. (Available in English and
Spanish.) ambs.edu/workshops

Financial aid. AMBS offers generous need-based
financial aid, grants and scholarships to help make your
education affordable. For example, MDiv Connect
students taking at least 12 credit hours per academic
year are eligible to receive the full amount of needbased tuition aid from AMBS. ambs.edu/financialaid

!Explore: A Theological Program for High
School Youth: Students (grades 10–12) can
explore ministry, develop their leadership gifts
and listen for God’s call through a 100-hour
Congregational Experience and a 16-day Group
Experience. Encourage someone you know to
apply for 2019! ambs.edu/explore

Want to explore seminary study before applying?
Take an on-campus or online class, even if you’re not
admitted to a degree or certificate program, and your
first class is 50 percent off! Check out next semester’s
offerings: ambs.edu/onecourse

Experience AMBS: Visit our campus to learn
more about all that AMBS has to offer.
ambs.edu/visit

We thank God for your support and ask for your prayers as we prepare leaders for the church
through programs that are biblically, spiritually, ethically and theologically grounded.
Rooted in the Word, Growing in Christ
AMBS

3003 Benham Avenue, Elkhart, IN 46517

574.295.3726

ambs.edu
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The 2017-2018 academic year at Bethel College is nearly over, and we have much for which to be
grateful. We thank God for the following (and much more):
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

New presidential leadership in Dr. Jon Gering, providing strength and vision for the Bethel
community to live out our faith through educational experiences.
Campus ministries opportunities for students, including:
o Centering prayer
o Tough Talks and Tasty Treats (discussing faith questions)
o Navigator Bible Study
o Weekly Chapel Services
o Fellowship of Christian Athletes
o Special events, like 24-hour prayer and Service Day, which was carried out with record
student participation.
Nine wonderful student chaplains who help monitor and lead spiritual life activities on campus.
A beautiful campus with well-maintained facilities.
The women and men of our excellent faculty and staff, who give of themselves tirelessly, who
teach and instruct carefully, who model Christian character daily.
Continuation of the recently created Anti-Oppression Task Force, which seeks to address
issues of oppression and intercultural competence on our campus.
New Kansas Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution (KIPCOR) director Cheryl Wilson, who
brings expertise and passion for restorative justice.
A concert choir tour, which traveled throughout Europe during interterm.
Hosting Mennonites and the Holocaust conference, focusing on Mennonite attitudes and
interactions with Nazi ideologies and the Holocaust.
Hosting Worship in the Arts Symposium, featuring theologian and author Ted Swartz
highlighting Christian “life as a comedy.”
Hosting Dr. Timothy J. Wengert, emeritus professor of church history at Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Philadelphia, who presented on “remembering 500 years of reformation together”
as part of the Menno Simons Lecture Series.
Hosting Malinda Elizabeth Berry who presented on “When Lives Don’t Seem to Matter: The
Logic of Nonviolence in the Face of all the –Isms” as part of the Staley Lecture Series.
Hosting of KIPCOR’s Restorative Kansas Conference.
Hosting Dr. David Karp and Jasmyn Story who presented on “How Restorative Justice is
Shaping the #metoo and #timesup Movements on College and University Campuses.”
Hosting Dr. Jalane Schmidt, professor of religious studies at the University of Virginia and one
of the founding members of the Black Lives Matter movement in Charlottesville, VA, who
presented on confronting and dismantling racial oppression.
Lifetime Enrichment gatherings, bringing lifelong learning opportunities, and intergenerational
connectedness, to all members of our community.
Sharing in worship and fellowship beyond our campus by providing speakers and musicians for
church congregations over two-thirds of Sundays while classes are in session.

In gratitude for the prayers and good wishes from the Central Plains Mennonite Conference, we humbly
ask for your continued support, as we seek to build, for generations to come, upon the foundation that
is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
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Dr. Jane Wood Named President
For just the tenth time in its 119-year history, Bluffton University’s
Board of Trustees has named a new president. Dr. Jane Wood will take
office July 1, 2018.
“Dr. Wood has demonstrated success in achieving enrollment growth
at several institutions by leading academic program innovation,
strategic planning, alignment and visioning processes that moved those
institutions forward, along with proven success in building relationships
for public and private partnerships to broaden the school’s reach,” said
Kent Yoder, chairperson of the Bluffton University Board of Trustees.
“She is a committed Christian with leadership experience at both Catholic
and Protestant institutions and a passion for social justice. We are excited
that she was drawn to Bluffton for its mission, history and faith tradition.”

Thank you!
Bluffton University currently
enrolls two students from
Central Plains Conference
churches: Timothy Bender,
West Union Mennonite
Church, Parnell, Iowa, and
Michelle Swartley, Cedar
Falls Mennonite Church,
Cedar Falls, Iowa.
Church Matching Scholarship
support is $2,000 for 2017-18.

“Mirror of the Martyrs”
The “Mirror of the Martyrs” brought a wide range of people to campus
during the month of October. The university also hosted more than 10
exhibit-related events to offer deeper insight into Anabaptist faith and
heritage during the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.

Book Collaboration
A book release celebration for “Education with the Grain of the
Universe: A Peaceable Vision for the Future of Mennonite Schools,
Colleges, and Universities” took place in Musselman Library. Edited
by Dr. J. Denny Weaver, professor emeritus of religion at Bluffton, the
book features how 18 contributors, including several Bluffton faculty
members, shape philosophies of Mennonite higher education as
they explore intersections of educational theories and practices with
Anabaptism, Mennonite thought and peacemaking. Twenty Bluffton
faculty and staff members studied chapters of the book during a spring
2018 weekly discussion group.

A five-year campaign is underway to move Bluffton into the future.
Simply Innovate, the Campaign for Bluffton University, includes a
$26 million comprehensive goal. Construction is underway on the
Moyer Nature Center, an early manifestation of the campaign, located
in the Bluffton University Nature Preserve. The building’s environmental
science focus will complement the campaign’s signature project, the
Austin E. Knowlton Science Center, which is scheduled to open on the
main campus in the 2020-21 academic year. www.bluffton.edu/giving

#BeaversAll
Emily Short, a Bible and
Theology senior, created an
innovative summer camp
curriculum for Camp Amigo
in Sturgis, Mich. Camp staff
introduced the theme verses
Micah 6:8 and Jeremiah 29:11
into dramas, children’s books,
activities and skits to engage
the young campers.
Read more about Emily and
other Bluffton students,
faculty and staff at
www.bluffton.edu/beaversall

Find us on the web
and social media!
www.bluffton.edu
For more information, contact
Robin Bowlus
Senior director of advancement
operations and public relations
bowlusr@bluffton.edu

Faith Communities Keeping
Children & Youth Safe
Website: DovesNest.net Email: info@DovesNest.net

Dove’s Nest held some major events during this first quarter of 2018.
We have 10 completed events, through which we spoke to almost 900 people! We currently have 6
upcoming events and more potential events on the horizon.

Brenda Yoder, Speaker
Bureau member, spent four
days with a variety of age
groups at Tabor Mennonite
Church in Newton, Kansas,
presenting "Living in a PornFilled Culture: What Parents,
Teens, and Kids Need to
Know."

Executive director Anna
Marie Groff spoke in chapel
at Lancaster Mennonite
School, of which she is an
alumna, about healthy
boundaries, how to act if a
boundary is violated, and
technology and safety.

Dove's Nest's Speaker's Bureau
member Glen Guyton presented a
Preparing Churches to Protect
Children and Youth Workshop at
Los Angeles Faith Chapel on behalf
of Pacific Southwest Mennonite
Conference.

Survey from Dove’s Nest Finds Increase in Protection Policies
Thank you to the many Central Plains Mennonite Conference churches who responded to our impact
study survey this year. Your conference was the second highest responding conference! We had a 20%
response rate from Mennonite Church USA congregations. The good news from the survey is that now
75% of responding churches have a child protection policy, whereas back in 2010, only half of
responding churches had one. The type of responding church most likely to have a protection policy
seems to be a large rural church and the least likely is a small urban church. We have policy checklists
and templates on our website, as well as policy consultations available.

Circle of Grace 25-minute Teacher Training Video
Dove’s Nest recommends an annual teacher training for Circle of Grace. We believe an in-person
training through Dove’s Nest is the preferred way to train teachers. However, this NEW 25-minute
online video can accompany a training session led by a Sunday school superintendent, administrator,
pastor, or other leader. We also provide handouts and an agenda for a complete 90-minute training
session. This 25-minute video is available to you and your church/school for a voluntary fee in the
suggested range amount of $20–$40. (No one will be turned away for the inability to pay this full
amount, but please help us keep our materials and services available and accessible to all and consider
supporting Dove’s Nest.) Circle of Grace is available to all Mennonite churches for no charge.
Contact anna@dovesnest.net for a link to the online video.

You are Invited: “Empowering Women: Claiming Healthy Personal Boundaries”
in Omaha July 26–27, 2018
Join Mennonite Women USA and Dove’s Nest at the
Barbara Weitz Community Engagement Center in Omaha, NE
An Intergenerational Gathering to Provide Practical Resources and Support on Healthy Boundary
Management for Girls Ages 13–18 and Women of All Ages

Neighbor to neighbor
Everence 2018 report
Central Plains Mennonite Conference
Annual Meeting
June 21-24, 2018

Therefore encourage one
another and build up each
other, as indeed you are
doing.
– 1 Thessalonians 5:11

Everence values our strong
congregational partnerships

cardholder chooses from a list of thousands
of possibilities, including churches.

For nearly 75 years, Everence® has
worked with congregations and their
members to help people of faith “build
up the common life” through their
financial decisions.

The MyNeighbor card gives people a
chance to name the nonprofit (the Neighbor) where they want contributions to go.

These connections are vital to us, and
we look forward to many more years of
focusing on the best interests of your
members – helping them create and
implement plans tailored for their needs
and aspirations to share with others.
As we have since 1945, we will continue
to serve the faith community as partners
in stewardship throughout 2018 and
beyond.

MyNeighbor users generating
charitable contributions

Cardholders can even use MyNeighbor to
donate to a charity, then designate the
same charity as the recipient of the 1.5
percent contribution.
Complete information is available at
everence.com/myneighbor.

Subsidies available for
comprehensive financial planning
From debt reduction to retirement
readiness, pastors face some unique
financial issues and situations.

The MyNeighbor credit card generated
more than $180,000 in donations for
charitable organizations
from the start of a
concerted marketing/
awareness campaign in
spring 2017 through the
end of January 2018.

Through a generous grant from the Lilly
Endowment Inc., credentialed and active
Mennonite Church USA and Conservative
Mennonite Conference pastors may receive
a $1,000 subsidy toward the cost of a
first-year Everence comprehensive financial
plan. Pastors are asked to contribute a
$200 co-pay, which congregations and
conferences may help to pay.

The MyNeighbor card
from Everence is available
for business or personal
use. Everence donates 1.5 percent of
each transaction total to the charity the

And credentialed and active pastors from
any of our affiliated churches may receive
a Pastoral Financial Plan Grant of $400
toward the cost of a first-year Everence
comprehensive financial plan. Pastors are

responsible for $400, and the
pastors’ congregation is responsible
for $800 – half of which will be
reimbursed through the Pastoral
Financial Plan Grant.

through the Everence Stewardship
Ministry Wheel.

You’ll find a variety of individualized
options, including a donor advised
fund that offers simplicity and flexibility. You can donate cash or other
assets, such as stocks, land and farm
commodities. The assets are sold and
the money is available for distribution
to charities you recommend, whenever you wish.

By working with a knowledgeable
Everence financial advisor, you can
develop a financial plan to find relief
from financial burdens and a path
to meet your short- and long-term
financial goals – all while integrating
your money decisions with your faith
and values.

Sharing Fund helps churches
provide financial relief
Thousands of people every year get
financial help through the Everence
Sharing Fund, which supplements
congregational outreach efforts.
Sharing Fund grants help our partner
churches assist more people with basic,
everyday needs such as medical care,
rent, food, clothing and utilities.
Here’s an example: The fund recently
reimbursed a church that helped a
woman who needed surgery to get
back on her feet. She wasn’t able to
work during her recovery – she’s her
family’s financial provider – and fell
behind on her mortgage payments.
Her bank threatened to foreclose on
the family home, but a bank employee
told the woman she’d be in compliance if she made a payment by the
end of that month. Her congregation
made the payment and received a
matching Sharing Fund grant.

advisors can help you map out a plan
for your giving.

The wheel was created to help
people gain a deeper understanding
of what stewardship is all about.
The wheel features five areas of
stewardship – planning for the
future, telling our story, teaching
stewardship principles, asking for
involvement, and thanking givers
and volunteers.
The tool can help congregational
leaders assess which activities may
need more attention and which are
already working well.
Talk to an Everence advocate or
stewardship consultant to find out
more.

Everence Charitable Services
is ready to help you maximize
your generosity
Generosity’s outlook is bright.
Americans broke all records for
charitable giving in 2016, according
to a Giving USA 2017 report.

Gain a deeper understanding
with the Stewardship
Ministry Wheel

Everence Charitable Services is
prepared to help you and other
members of your congregation
realize your vision for generosity.

Everence stewardship consultants are
helping our congregational advocates,
pastors and other church leaders
strengthen their stewardship efforts

You often can be more generous
than you imagined and realize
tax benefits as well. Our financial

Contact your Everence office, visit
everence.com/charitable-giving or call
(800) 348-7468.

Confidential counseling can
help with debt, overall money
management issues
Everence has partnered with Lutheran
Social Service Financial Counseling
since 2008 so our members and
others we serve can access free,
trustworthy, expert help with
credit card and student loan debt,
foreclosure prevention, and overall
money management.
To date, more than 1,100 people
have sought this help, and as of
Jan. 1, 2017, LSS helped them pay
off $1,832,429 in debts.
Every person is eligible for up to
six sessions per year of financial
counseling through LSS. The service is
confidential; LSS only reports total
utilization numbers to Everence –
never any names or personal details.
The counseling is designed to help
people assess their situation, create
a spending plan and do a better job
of budgeting to help them pay off
debts and plan ahead with more
confidence.
Call (877) 809-0039 to set up a
telephone appointment with a
certified LSS financial counselor.
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REPORT TO CENTRAL PLAINS MENNONITE CONFERENCE
At MennoMedia and Herald Press we publish highly readable, thoughtful curriculum and books on Christian faith,
discipleship, spirituality, reconciliation, and theology from an Anabaptist perspective. Our product lines reach a broad
spectrum of readers—from evangelical, mainline, and Anabaptist backgrounds—and offer a “third way” approach between the sometimes contentious camps of the culture wars. Our Herald Press books target readers and thinkers who
seek to live by Jesus-centered principles and values such as community, simple living, peacemaking, and social justice,
as well as people who are curious about Amish and Mennonite communities. Our MennoMedia curricula and periodicals reach congregations that share these same affinities, and cultivate passion for faith formation and an active life of
faith rooted in trusting God and following Jesus.

NEW RESOURCES FOR THE ENTIRE CHURCH, FROM HERALD PRESS
As a young Christian, Sarah
Quezada had a heart for
social justice. She was also
blissfully unaware of the
real situations facing today’s
immigrants. Until she met
someone new . . . who happened to be undocumented.
In Love Undocumented, Quezada takes readers on a journey deep into the world of the
U.S. immigration system. Follow her as she
walks alongside her new friend, meets with
lawyers, stands at the U.S.-Mexico border,
and visits immigrants in detention centers.
With wisdom from Scripture, research, and
these experiences, Quezada explores God’s
call to welcome the stranger.

Your kids are spreading
their wings. Are you ready?
In Fledge, counselor, educator, and mother Brenda L.
Yoder helps Christian parents navigate the many
transitions of the launching
years. How do you parent
tweens at home and young adults away
from home at the same time? What’s a
good balance between boundaries and
freedom? How can you pray for your fledgling youth? And what do you do with all
that mom grief? Your job as a parent isn’t
over; it’s just changing. Equip yourself with
biblical wisdom for this season of transition
in your family life.

Available January 2018. $15.99 USD

Available March 2018. $15.99 USD

The message of Jesus
changed the world . . .
until the world changed the
message. Is a truncated
and fragmented version of
the good news masquerading as the full, forceful
gospel of Jesus? A growing
movement of truth-seekers and Jesus-lovers
believe so, and they are calling for a return
to the first and foundational message of
Jesus. Dig into Scripture with Bruxy Cavey
as he unfolds God’s message for the world.
Learn why you shouldn’t follow the Bible—
but why you will want to read it to learn
how to follow Jesus.
Available in paperback May 8, 2018. $16.99 USD.
Available now in hardback. $21.99 USD.

A NEW WORSHIP AND SONG COLLECTION
FOR OUR CHURCH
A worship and song collection marks a particular threshold between where the church has been and where the
Spirit of God may be leading. It earnestly and prayerfully
looks forward. It preserves some of what is familiar while
leaning into challenge and prophetic action, to continue
to welcome and inspire worshipers new to the church and those who have been present for many years. As patterns of
church life and identity shift from generation to generation, worship rhythms respond to this Spirit-led movement.
HOW MUCH IS IT COSTING TO DEVELOP?
It will cost between $600,000 and $700,000 to develop this collection before any sales are made. That includes expenses for a project director, editorial assistant, music editor, text editor, worship editor, and the 14-member volunteer
committee working over three years to learn new songs, explore available resources, and consult on the best ones to
keep or add to our worship lexicon. Consider a financial gift to come alongside the committee’s substantial volunteer
effort to bring this project to completion. Learn more, or make a gift via credit card, at MennoMedia.org/Resonate.
MennoMedia and Herald Press | PO Box 866, Harrisonburg, VA 22803 | 800-245-7894 | www.MennoMedia.org | www.HeraldPress.com

MENNONITE EDUCATION AGENCY REPORT TO THE CENTRAL PLAINS MENNONITE CONFERENCE
| MAY 2018
Greetings from MEA! In this report, you can get a glimpse of some of the work we do in cooperation
with six colleges/universities/seminaries, two Ministerios Hispanos programs, more than two dozen
primary and secondary schools in the Mennonite Schools Council (MSC), Mennonite Early Childhood
Network (MECN), and others. Some of the particular activities and initiatives of the past year include
the following:
The Higher Education Future Church/School Relations
Committee presented its final proposal to the colleges,
universities, seminaries, MEA and MC USA last January. At
the writing of this report, the overall proposal, including
the creation of a Mennonite Higher Education Association
(MHEA) has been affirmed by all, but still has a few
questions that need clarification. The MHEA had its first
meeting at the end of April. The primary purpose of the
proposed structure is to ensure the ongoing
Anabaptist/Mennonite identity and mission of the schools
of Mennonite Church USA, so that church and schools can
continue together in higher education, despite the rapid
changes that each are experiencing.
The next part of the implementation process will include
working with individual boards for the signing of a new SOA
(Statement of Arrangements) and working out details like
MEA presence at board meetings.
Presidential Transitions: We are in the midst of significant
transitions in both MCUSA and Mennonite Higher
Education. This coming fall, five out of the six Mennonite
Higher Education presidents will be new to their position.
In this new academic year we will celebrate the installation
of Dr. Jonathan C. Gering at Bethel College and Dr. Jane
Wood at Bluffton University.

saints?” The conference, co-sponsored by MEA and other
Mennonite Church USA agencies, brings together people of
color who are leaders in Mennonite churches and
institutions for networking and generating change. The
gathering brought together nearly 70 pastors, leaders,
directors, coordinators, educators, change-makers, and
others with connections to Mennonite Church USA (MC
USA).
Journey Forward: MC USA is inviting congregations,
conferences, and institutions to engage in the Journey
Forward process. The MEA Board had been focusing on the
Church Summit that took place last summer at
the Mennonite Churchwide Convention and its implication
for education; including looking at ways in which
Mennonite education could be involved and interact with
the process. The MEA Board and Mennonite Educational
leaders recently engaged with Executive Board
representatives on the propose statement and how it
connects with education.

The Panel on Sexual Abuse Prevention, a jointly appointed
panel by MC USA Executive Bord and MEA, officially
completed its term in December 2017. Since the summer of
2016, its primary priority became outlining a process for
responding when a complaint arises against a nonInvestment Committee Report - Follow up to Denominational credentialed leader. Prevention and Response: Sexual
Israel-Palestine Resolution concerning Investment: After severalAbuse and Non-Credentialed Individuals contains general
years of processing and discernment, Mennonite Church USA recommendations regarding this process, as well as
delegates, meeting in Orlando last July, adopted a resolution specifics for congregational, conference and
denominational/institutional settings.
entitled Seeking Peace in Israel and Palestine. One of the
commitments in the first section is “Avoiding Economic Support The document is useful in the context of church affiliated
organizations and educational institutions, conferences and
for Occupation while Investing in Peace and Justice.” The
resolution further urges “all Mennonite Church USA agencies, congregations. Non-credentialed leaders often hold
leadership positions in these settings. Non-credentialed
related organizations, and members to similarly review their
leaders are those who do not hold a credential within an
investments.”
MC USA conference both paid staff and unpaid volunteers.
This document also applies to anyone who participates and
The MEA Investment Committee (IC) supports the
attends congregational or organizational activities.
Resolution passed by the Delegate Assembly. The topic has
been on the IC agenda dating back to discussions with
Thank you to CPMC congregations who support Mennonite
students at EMU in 2009. At the March 2, 2018, IC meeting,
the committee reviewed and reaffirmed its current
education with total giving of $54,235.06 from July 1st 2017
practices and documented guidelines as a framework for
to April 30, 2018.*
addressing Resolution.
*Giving includes gifts for higher education, MEA,
Racial/Ethnic Leadership Education and Ministerios
Hope for the Future: The annual Hope for the Future (HFF)
gathering took place Feb. 8-11 in San Antonio, Texas, with
Hispanos.
the theme “The people are marching! Where are the

Annual Report to Conference

Mennonite Men is the men’s organization of Mennonite Church USA and Mennonite Church Canada. Our mission is
Engaging men to grow, give and serve as followers of Jesus. Our two programs, JoinHands and JoinMen, served this
mission in several ways in 2017.

JoinHands: Raising Funds for New Churches
Through our JoinHands Mennonite Church Building Program, we have granted nearly 2 million dollars to help new
congregations acquire their first church building.

In December, Mara Christian Church received a $40,000 grant. The Mara Church is a member of Virginia Mennonite
Conference in Charlotte, North Carolina. This church is largely made up of Myanmar religious refugees, many of whom
have fled their homeland to escape violent persecution under the past military dictatorship of Burma. We are grateful
for the opportunity to assist this congregation in purchasing a meeting place. We invite individuals and congregations
to give to JoinHands so more grants like these can be made to congregations in need.

JoinMen: Providing Retreats and Resources for Men

JoinMen promotes the growth of men in community. In partnership with Mennonite camps and retreat centers, we
offer retreats on various themes and provide resources for men on our website.

Retreats last year in Ontario, Oregon, Michigan and New York focused on our spiritual journey, making peace with
conflict and healthy masculinity. Men of various ages and ethnicity gathered for these events. Plans for 2018 include
retreats to engage men and publishing Peaceful at Heart: Embracing Healthy Masculinity, an in-depth exploration of
masculinity from an Anabaptist perspective.
To learn more, support our work, download resources, or schedule a retreat, visit MennoniteMen.org.
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Be local. Be global. Be the Gospel.
Sharing the good

It is, indeed, a great privilege to

you, and with your support. Your

news of Jesus is

be directly engaged in the task of

investment in the task of sharing

the essence of the

building our capacity for the church’s

the good news of Jesus around the

church’s calling and

mission in the world. It’s been a

world is an inspiration and a source

great honor to do so alongside

of deep gratitude. Thank you for

the primary reason for its existence.

your partnership in God’s mission
this past year!
Stanley W. Green
Executive Director

Central Plains Conference + Mennonite Mission Network
Worker support around the world
Global Mission Partnership—Central
Plains Mennonite Conference, Colombia
Mennonite Church, and Mennonite
Mission Network partner in both
Ecuador and Venezuela. The mission
partnerships support the development
of Mennonite churches and their
theological education and ministries. In
Ecuador, ministries include work with
refugees, community children, peace
education, and indigenous churches.
Venezuelan ministries also involve
cooperative games for peace, sharing
food, and community work.
Mary Raber—Teaches at theological
schools in Ukraine.
» Beemer Mennonite Church
» Bethel Mennonite Church
Robin Gingerich—Serves on the
staff of the English and communication
department at LCC International
University.
» First Mennonite Church of Iowa City
Jerrell and Jane Ross Richer—
Work with indigenous church leaders in
the Ecuadorian rain forest.
» Sugar Creek Mennonite Church
Dan and Kathryn Smith Derksen—
Provide logistical support, develop
peacebuilding programs, and engage

partners in program development.
» West Union Mennonite Church
Delicia Bravo and Peter
Wigginton—Serve as partnership
coordinators in Ecuador and share in
the ministries.
» CPMC Partnership support

Missional Discipleship Initiative
» Faith Mennonite Church
» Iglesia Cristiana El Balsamo
» Iglesia Menonita Centro Cristiano
» Casa de Oracion Emanuel
» Salem Mennonite Church, Freeman
» Salem Mennonite Church, Shickley
» Sugar Creek Mennonite Church
» White River Cheyenne Mennonite
Church

Prayer partners
36 people have committed to pray daily
for Mission Network ministries.

Mission banks
Children from Kalona Mennonite,
Bethel Mennonite, and Salem-Zion
Mennonite churches gave a total of
$3,407.03 to missions.

Service participants
Christian Service sites
SOOP sites
» Crazyhead Springs Mennonite Camp
» Crooked Creek Christian Camp
» Swan Lake Christian Camp
DOOR Dwell
Molly Heusinkveld, serving in
Chicago.
Service Adventure
Jaime Tschetter, serving in Tucson.

SOOP
Randall and Shirlyn Graber, San
Antonio, Texas
Lynn and Julia Lehman, Divide,
Colorado
Larry and Shirley Oswald, Glendale,
Arizona
Rick and Wanda Stauffer, Glendale,
Arizona
Youth Venture
Elizabeth Eichelberger served in
Detroit, Michigan.

Congregational giving to Mission Network
During Mission Network’s last fiscal year, Aug. 1, 2016, through July 31,
2017, 26 of 46 Central Plains Conference congregations (57 percent) gave
$211,718, or an average of $8,143. Thank you!

Thanks for your deep, abiding, and transformative
investment in mission—in so many places, in so many
people, over so many years.

Joseph Sawatzky
Church Relations Representative

Thank you for your continued partnership in God’s mission!
www.MennoniteMission.net Toll-free: 1-866-866-2872

