
 

 

 

 Bible Study Webinars 
 
 7:30 p.m. Central Time 
 September 26, 2017 
 October 24, 2017 
 November 28, 2017 
 

We will prayerfully study the Bible together 
We have covenanted together as a conference to specific Christian 
practices, including Bible study with each other, with our neighbors and 
those we don’t yet know.   
 

With that in mind, Central Plains is offering three webinars this fall to 
equip people to facilitate Bible studies in settings like Sunday School and 
small groups.  
 

Those who teach the Bible in congregational settings are especially 
encouraged to participate; however, everyone is welcome.  
 

 
Our presenter will be Keith Slater, a Sunday 
School teacher and member at West Union 
Mennonite Church, Parnell, Iowa.  Keith has 
worked for SIL International as well as  
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, where he 
led Bible discussions for Christians and others 
who wanted to understand Christian teaching.  
 

In recent years, he has taught biblical 
interpretation and Bible study principles to 
Sunday school classes at West Union and in 
other congregations. 
 

With his wife Kate and children Jesse and Elizabeth, he lived in China 
from 2000 to 2014. He has a PhD in Linguistics from the University of 
California, Santa Barbara. His hobbies include rescuing small fish from 
Iowa farm ponds and following Michigan State University sports. 
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Open the Book: Practical tips for leading Bible study 
The titles of our webinars are phrases from Nehemiah 8, when Ezra read the Book of 
the Law to the Israelites as they returned from exile.   
 
Don’t Mourn or Weep: Goals and problems 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, September 26 
 

In the first part, we will discuss what people gain from studying the Bible, and what the 
leader can contribute towards making those good things happen. In the second part, 
participants will share the biggest challenges they encounter when leading Bible 
discussions, and we will explore some ways the leader can address those challenges. 
 
Listen Closely: Facilitating good discussion 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, October 24 
 

In this session we will focus on the skills necessary for leading a Bible study—
managing the time, asking questions, keeping the group on track, and so on. We will 
learn from the experiences of other participants, and will spend a significant part of the 
session practicing skills that help discussions to run smoothly. 
 
A Unified Purpose: Preparing to lead 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, November 28 
 

This session will be devoted to how to prepare before leading a study. The first part will 
address studying a Bible passage and developing an overall theme for the discussion 
time. The second part will focus on writing good questions to use in the discussion. 
Both parts will include time for practicing skills. 
 
We expect each webinar to last 75 to 90 minutes. You may join either as a group from 
one location or individually from home computers. An additional “bonus session” will be 
provided for those who can serve as facilitators for our practice groups. These 
facilitators get the most out of the webinars, as they will receive extra instruction and 
practice. 
 
Please RSVP no later than the Thursday before each webinar. Find more details and 
fill out the RSVP form at www.centralplainsmc.org. Information on how to connect will be 
emailed to you the Friday before the webinar. To serve as a facilitator, RSVP by 
September 11 for the bonus session.  
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