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For we have become partners of Christ, if only 
we hold our first confidence firm to the end. 
- Hebrews 3:14

The Ecuador Partnership

The Ecuador Partnership is 

a joint mission, beginning 

in 1998, and is supported 

by 3 different organizations. 

They are Central Plains 

Mennonite Conference, 

Mennonite Mission Network 

and the Colombian 

Mennonite Church (IMCOL). 

The three Mennonite 

churches in Ecuador 

planted through the 

partnership are becoming 

new partners with us. A 

very important part of the 

Partnership is developing 

relationships among the 

people of Central Plains, 

the Colombian Mennonite 

Church and the people 

in Ecuador. This is 

accomplished by sending 

Fellowship and Service 

Teams and Learning 

Tours to Ecuador, and 

sometimes Colombia. 

We also encourage and 

support visits to Central 

Plains by our brothers and 

sisters from Ecuador and 

Colombia. Partnership 

Meetings are held every 1-2 

years in one of the three 

countries, bringing together 

representatives from each 

entity, to evaluate the past 

and plan for the future of 

the Partnership. To learn 

more about the churches 

in Ecuador, go to www.

anabautistasenecuador.

weebly.com.

 Of this we are all witnesses...
   by David Boshart, Executive Conference Minister

It is such a blessing to be in ministry with our partners in Colombia and Ecuador. We send this update 
to you who have prayerfully supported and visited our sisters and brothers in Ecuador, and we  ask you 
to persist in prayer that the Spirit would continue to provide all that our dear sisters and brothers need 
for the work God has given them. The seed of God’s Word is taking root in good soil in Ecuador. After 
carefully nurturing a community of faith in Quito over the past twelve years, we are witnesses to the birth 
of new congregations. This year we will see critical personnel transitions taking place among our work-
ers in Ecuador. Caleb Yoder has just left eastern Iowa for a term of service in Calderón. After 13 years of 
work in Ecuador, country directors Cesar and Patricia will be returning permanently to Colombia. We are 
so grateful for their years of faithful and formative service! This will mean a big change for the fledging 
congregation in Quito. Beginning next spring, the church in Quito will be looking for pastoral leadership. 
We’ve committed to providing partial support for a new pastor for a 3 ½ year transition period. We are 
seeking to raise $25,585.00 total for this support over the next three years.  Enclosed with this newsletter 
you will find an envelop for a contribution. Will you help us?

National Directors in Ecuador:

Home Congregation: 
Comunidad Menonita Villas de Granada

Ministry Description: 
César Moya and Patricia Urueña of Iglesia Cris-
tiana Meno- nita de Colombia serve through the 
Ecuador Partnership of the Colombia Mennonite 
Church, Central Plains Mennonite Conference, 
and Mennonite Mission Network. Their two main 

Cesar Moya  
and Patricia Urueña

Location: 
Quito, Ecuador  

Start Date: 
January 16, 2000  

priorities are theological education with indigenous 
churches and the development of a Mennonite 
church in Quito. The Quito church is now orga-
nized with a leadership team, and the development 
of Mennonite churches through the partnership 
has expanded to Riobamba. César and Patricia have 
taught theological education in a variety of settings 
in Ecuador, the first semester of 2010 focusing on 
peace themes at SEMISUD (Seminario Sudameri-
cano) with students from all over Central and South 
America. Cesar and Patricia will be concluding their 
service in Ecuador in March 2014. After 14 years of 
foundational work in Ecuador, we will be very sorry 
to see them leave. We will need to commit ourselves 
to new levels of prayer for our Mennonite sisters 
and brothers during this time of transition!



ECUADOR PARTNERSHIP

Currently Serving in Ecuador 
from Central Plains:

Alyssa Rodriquez
Iowa City, IA

Location: 
Quito, Ecuador  

Start Date: 
March 2013  

Home Congregation: 
First Mennonite Church of Iowa City, Iowa  

Ministry Description: 
Alyssa serves with the Quito Mennonite Church, supporting 
its congregational and community ministries. She works with 
the church’s youth group, and as a part of the Peace Education 
team she helps prepare and facilitate monthly peace work-
shops for Ecuadorian neighborhood and Colombian refugee 
children. She also tutors and provides educational support for 
children in the church’s Mennonite Services after-school pro-
gram. Mission Network’s involvement in Ecuador is through 
the partnership that also includes the Colombia Mennonite 
Church and Central Plains Mennonite Conference.

Serving in Ecuador:
David Shenk
Harrisonburg, VA

Start Date:
Nov. 1, 2010

Congregations:
Community Mennonite Church, 

2

Harrisonburg, Virginia.; Iglesia Menonita Buen Pastor, 
Goshen, Indiana.

Ministry Description: 
David serves with the Quito Mennonite Church, supporting 
its congregational and local ministries. In 2002, the church 
began a refugee program in response to the needs of 
Colombian families that were forcefully displaced by the 
violence. David’s primary role is with this refugee ministry, 
which now includes the Ecuador Episcopal Church as a 
partner. Mission Network’s involvement in Ecuador is through 
the partnership that also includes the Colombia Mennonite 
Church and Central Plains Mennonite Conference. David is 
jointly appointed with Virginia Mennonite Missions.

Recently departed from Central Plains to Ecuador:
Caleb Yoder
Wellman, IA

Location:
Quito, Ecuador
 
Start Date:
October 15, 2013

Home Congregation:
West Union Mennonite Church, Parnell, Iowa

Ministry Description:
Caleb has been appointed to serve in Quito, Ecuador, where 
he will work with the leadership development program to 
prepare Ecuadorians to give leadership to Anabaptist churches. 
He will also provide pastoral accompaniment, especially in 

support of a new church developing in Calderón, just north 
of Quito, which is made up primarily of Colombian refu-
gees. Mission Network’s involvement in Ecuador is through 
the partnership that also includes the Colombia Mennonite 
Church and Central Plains Mennonite Conference.



From Alyssa’s Blog
ply our work to the youth, but also their parents/families. “It’s 
like people drowning at one end of the river and your solution 
being to pull them out afterwards. We’ve got to start from the 
beginning to prevent [these] problems from occurring in the 
first place.”
 They offered their affirmations of our work and any 
resources they could contribute to our cause. It feels reassuring 
to be starting off with the neighborhood support and now that 
these meetings have taken place, the real work moves forward. 
Soon, we will address the entire neighborhood, informing 
them of Vida Juvenil and conducting surveys to assess the 
context and ensure our work accommodates the youth/their 
family’s needs.
 Cesar says it’s hard to see what the future of our work 
in the neighborhood will bring. But this ministry’s begin-
ning, which took root many years ago (the pastors knew they 
wanted to work in this high need area, yet did much discern-
ing about how) just took a step in the right direction.
 In other news, a call I recently felt to move into Jardines 
del Inca has quickly progressed into me renting an apartment 
just a block or two from the Vida Juvenil space! God opened 
doors (literally) to this possibility and it is exciting to see 
where they will lead.

Alyssa Rodriquez, second from right, in front of the new Teen Preg-
nancy Prevention Center in Jardines del Inca community high above 
Quito. 

3

 Some days, I feel like I’m not offering much. This week 
was different. It took weeks to finally be able to meet with the 
Jardines del Inca neighborhood association president, but it 
was well worth the wait.
 Upon Pastor Cesar Moya and I explaining to him the idea 
behind “Vida Juvenil”, he offered his full support, thanked 
us, and invited us to meet with the rest of the association. The 
following day, we met with them, and they echoed that sup-
port. They are advocates for our new ministry which targets 
the neighborhood youth; who, one woman said was a major 
problem in the area (aside from juvenile pregnancies, she says 
many begin drinking at young ages and some are in need of 
refuge either because they are without homes or the ones they 
live in aren’t safe). But like Cesar explained, we won’t just ap-

William and Luz Marina Valencia
 William and Luz Marina Valencia 
began their ministry in Riobamba, 
Ecuador, in January, 2012, sent by the 
Colombian Mennonite Church (IM-
COL). William has pastored Menno-
nite Churches in Colombia and served 
as the Colombian Mennonite Church 

(IM- COL) administrator, and as the Coordinator of the 
Commission for Restoration, Life and Peace of the Evangelical 
Council of Colombia (CEDECOL).
 Luz Marina has worked in Colombia with the Christian 
Women’s Network for Life and Peace project to lead training 
workshops on community organization, social work, human 
rights and inter- national human rights law, and the protec-
tion of human rights in conflict areas.
 In the year 1981 William and Luz Marina answered the 
call to be full-time pastors. God gave them the opportunity to 
serve in seven churches in the city of Cali and five congrega-

tions in the depart- ment of Valle. In 2001, God led them 
to serve in the pastoral communities in conflict areas in the 
departments of Caldas, Risaralda, Quindio, Valle, Cauca, 
Narino and Putumayo. After a break for six months outside 
the country, they resumed service in pastoral ministry in the 
Mennonite community of the town of Girardot. Since 2007, 
they shared time between serving in Girardot and in the city 
of Bogotá, where they supported work in the national ad-
ministration office of the Mennonite Church in Colombia. 
In September, 2010, they traveled to Riobamba, Ecuador, 
where they assisted the con- gregation during the first week 
of Rosemburt Ipez’s ministry. The Lord has lead them to serve 
full time in the Mennonite Church in Riobamba, Ecuador, 
January, 2012. The Church in Riobamba has come to love the 
Valencia’s and are hoping that they will extend their ministry 
for two more years. William and Luz Marina will be conclud-
ing their time in Riobamba at the end of this month. Please 
keep the young church in Riobamba in your prayers as they 
transition to a new leadership model.

Saying farewell to pastors in Riobamba
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