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Formed by Scripture
by Tim Detweiler, Conference Minister for Ministerial Leadership

 In this issue of Across the Fence we highlight 
the important place Scripture plays for our work 
and ministry as pastors.  Christian formation is 
at the center of all that we do in pastoral ministry 
and the Bible is our primary resource for this work.  
Article 4 in the Confession of Faith in a Mennonite 
Perspective reads:  “We believe that all Scripture 
is inspired by God through the Holy Spirit for in-
struction in salvation and training in righteousness.  
We accept the Scriptures as the Word of God and 
as the fully reliable and trustworthy standard for 
Christian faith and life.  We seek to understand and 
interpret Scripture in harmony with Jesus Christ as 
we are led by the Holy Spirit in the church.”  

As I think about the important place of Scripture 
in our pastoral work, I am reminded of the strong 
word the Apostle Paul gave to Timothy concerning 
the Scripture. “Every part of Scripture is God-
breathed and useful one way or another – showing 
us truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting our 
mistakes, training us to live God’s way.  Through 
the Word we are put together and shaped up for 
the tasks God has for us.” (2 Timothy 3:16, The 
Message)

This is an important word for pastors.  As you 
know, Mennonite Church USA has identified 
Christian Formation as one of its priorities and 
with this priority is the call to use The Twelve Scrip-
tures Project as a way to help congregations develop 

more of a use of Scripture and to identify those texts 
that shape our identity and formation as God’s people. 

Given our strong understanding of Scripture, I do find 
it interesting that we need a program like this to help 
congregations develop more of a use of Scripture.  On 
the other hand, it would be easy to say that since we 
believe that all Scripture is inspired by God, we don’t 
need to do the hard work of delving into the Scrip-
tures together.  The truth is we all have our “favorite” 
Scripture passages that we go to for showing us God’s 
truth, exposing rebellion, correcting mistakes and 
training us to live God’s way.  

With The Twelve Scriptures Project, Terry Shue asks, 
“What would it be like if all the congregations across 
our land would explore and find these texts that would 
not only reflect who they are, but could also shape the 
generations yet to come? What would it be like if we 
could share those texts and find out which ones are 
the most important for us as Mennonite Church USA 
congregations?”  

Our strong view of Scripture calls us to do our best 
work in discerning the Scriptures together.  Together 
as Christ’s body, “We seek to understand and inter-
pret Scripture in harmony with Jesus Christ as we are 
led by the Holy Spirit in the church.”  May you be 
encouraged to engage the Scripture with God’s people 
in meaningful ways as you listen for God’s Word that 
guides your ministry and shapes our living. 

 

“When the seventh 
month arrived 
and the Israelites 
were settled in 
their cities, all the 
people gathered 
together in the 
plaza . . . and 
they read from 
the book of God’s 
Law, explaining 
it and imparting 
insight.  Thus, the 
people gathered 
understanding 
from what was 
read.”  (From 
Nehemiah 8:1 & 8)

Sharing best practices pastor to pastorThe mission of Central 
Plains Mennonite Con-
ference is to create 
settings for our congre-
gations and partners to 
grow in holistic witness 
to God’s reconciling 
mission in the world by 
developing leadership, 
encouraging fellowship 
and promoting lifelong 
discipleship.
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Scripture in the Congregation
by Darrell Zook

The Twelve Scriptures Project:

“It was much more difficult than I anticipated . .  . (but), no 
matter what, this project helped people to think about scrip-
ture.”  That was part of the assessment by Amanda Beachy, 
co-pastor of Washington (IA) Mennonite Church reflecting 
upon The Twelve Scriptures Project.  “I tried emphasizing this 
project was choosing 12 scriptures that embodied the past, 
present and future of the church.  I think the scriptures chosen 
by each congregation will vary depending upon what seeds 
were sown there in the past.” 

The Twelve Scriptures Project is an invitation from Mennonite 
Church USA for congregations to engage in a process that 
identifies the 12 most important Scripture texts or stories for 
the local group.  The grassroots of the local church is asked to 
identify—and explain why—the 12 texts are most important 
to the community.  The explanation and listing of the four 
phases of the project may be found at www.Mennoniteusa.org.  

 Amanda summarizes the Washington Mennonite experience: 

-We did the phases of our project in the fellowship hall at 
round tables during our regular worship hour.  In place of a 
sermon we worked on the 12 Scriptures Project.  During the 
project we replaced Sunday School with Children’s Church.  

-At the tables for worship, we sang, reflected, practiced con-
gregational discernment ate coffee cake and thought about 
how these scriptures described a seed planted in the past and 
how they helped us think how we want to grow in the future. 

-We ended up doing four sessions instead of three . . . it was 
harder than we anticipated as we found our scriptures were ‘all 
over the place’ until we focused.

-After Phase One of the project we created a word-frequency 
chart and printed out copies for each household and also 
placed it on the cover of our annual directory. 

-We plan to utilize our Scripture work by preaching on each 
of the 12 Scriptures in a summer series and ask members to 
respond with creativity in word, art and worship.  

-Amanda will share more about Washington Mennonite’s 
experiences with The Project if you contact her at abeach25@
gmail.com.   

To download a PDF of The Twelve Scriptures Process or to 
post your congregation’s 12 Scriptures experience see www.
mennonite.usa.org.

E-100: The Essential 100 Challenge 

The Beemer (NE) Mennonite Church, where Lewis Miller is 
the pastor, took the Essential 100 Challenge in 2012.  “This 
material covers the ‘Big Story’ of the Bible and can be used 
in a relaxed or more engaged manner.  We provided Per-
sonal Reading Plans and I planned sermons from some of 
the featured readings.”  And Lewis says better than half the 
congregation used the reading guides and a significant number 
share from the readings in the once-a-month sharing time in 
worship.  

Scripture Union says that while 90% of American households 
own at least one Bible, only 20% of Bible owners will ever 
read completely through it in their lifetime.  The E-100 is a 
carefully selected list of short Bible passages—50 from the Old 
Testament and 50 from the New Testament.  The passages are 
usually one to two chapters in length and can usually be read 
in 10 minutes or less.  

More details can be found at www.e100challenge.com with 
ideas for small groups, individuals and a pastor’s planning 
page with a Resource CD offered.  And for a local perspective 
from Pastor Lewis Miller, contact him at beemermennonite@
gpcom.net. 

“Let’s Read the Whole Bible Aloud!”

“I thought of it only as a gimmick and wasn’t very excited 
about it,” said Darrell Zook at Pulaski (IA) Mennonite 
Church, “but the Deacon pressed a bit more and we agreed to 
plan the oral reading of the Bible in the sanctuary during Holy 
Week 2012.”  

The deacon was Dave Schooley, now interim co-pastor of 
Pleasant View Mennonite Church in Mt. Pleasant, Iowa.  
Dave organized the readings in half-hour segments and 
deduced that we could read the entire Bible aloud from 8:00 
AM to 10:00 PM Monday to Saturday.  “What seemed like a 
great idea looked like a daunting task about three days before 
our start time,” remembers Dave.  “Especially when I saw that 
only about one-third of the reading segments were committed!  
But, we pressed on and the first reader showed up on time 
Monday morning and ‘began at the beginning!’”  
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Tax Time
Maybe not a favorite subject, but figuring taxes is a real part 
of a minister’s life.  Whether using a software package, tax 
preparer or being a brave do-it-yourself person, here are some 
suggested resources for pastors and the church treasurers.

-Zondervan 2013 Minister’s Tax & Financial Guide available 
at Zondervan.com

-Zondervan 2013 Church & Non-Profit Tax & Financial 
Guide available at Zondervan.com

-Worth’s Income Tax Guide for Ministers: 2013 Edition avail-
able at www.worthfinancial.com

-A wide variety of church law and tax issues are addressed by 
Richard Hammar, Dan Busby and others at www.churchlawa-
ndtax.com.

Pastors may find these resources useful for helping with the 
appropriate action for accountable re-imbursement plans, 
setting parsonage allowance, constructing benefit packages 
and understanding the minister’s dual status with income tax 
and Social Security.  Church treasurers may find guidance for 
receiving gifts, issuing receipts and preparing tax forms.   
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Here are some of the learnings and results:

-Many who came to read on Monday and Tuesday finished 
their assignment and went directly to the bulletin board to 
sign up for more reading . . . some three and four more times!

-A few people came early or stayed late to listen to the oral 
reading of the word.  

-This exercise caught the imagination of some who were not 
fully engaged in congregational life and changed perspective 
on their part in church life

-The week-long trek through the Bible helped the church see 
the importance of the oral reading of Scripture.  PMC has 
since made CD recordings of other portions of Scripture by 
congregational readers for use by the local church at home or 
in the car. 

-Dave carefully calculated how many pages the average reader 
covered in one-half hour.  All kinds of readers were invited and 
encouraged to participate—whether proficient or not.  

-The last readers were in the book of Revelation 2-3 hours 
ahead of schedule on Saturday afternoon.  The very last chap-
ter was saved for reading during Easter Morning worship with 
the congregation reading together from Revelation 21:20-21.  

-For more information from Dave about a Bible read-through, 
contact him at dkschooley@netins.net.   

Going Through the Bible at Orrville Mennonite Church

Thirty plus weeks of telling the Bible as ‘The Story’ is a journey 
described by Bill Seymour, pastor of the Orrville Mennonite 
Church in Ohio.  Find the Orrville Mennonite story in the 
Spring 2013 issue of Leader magazine, published quarterly by 
Faith & Life Resources.  Leader also makes available other pas-
toral and worship related resources at www.leaderonline.org.

  


