We remember.
We reunite for
justice.
Marking six months since
Max Villatoro’s deportation

Resources for
Worship Service
&
Prayer Vigil

When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall
not do (the stranger) wrong. The stranger who sojourns
with you shall to be to you as the native among you,
and you shall love the neighbor as yourself; for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt.
Leviticus 19:33-34

When Pastor Max Villatoro was detained and deported
six months ago, people across the nation took notice
and extended support. Churches prayed in unison, vigils
were held as peaceful protests, petitions were signed,
and phone calls to Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officials and Department of Homeland
Security representatives were made.
Despite efforts towards justice, Max is still in Honduras. His
family is still in Iowa City, missing their husband and
father.
It’s time to remember these members of our church
body. It’s time to reunite in prayer and action.

Communities came together to care for the
Villatoro family in their time of great need.
The conversation on immigration justice
continues.
September 2015
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Atlanta, GA
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Remember the Immigrant
Leader: We serve a God who directs us to care
especially for those most vulnerable in society. Our
Scriptures tell us of God’s special concern for the
“alien” or the “stranger,” or as more contemporary
translations say—the immigrant.
All: For the Lord our God is God of gods and Lord of
lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows
no partiality and accepts no bribes. God defends the
cause of the orphan and the widow, and loves the
immigrant, giving the immigrant food and clothing.
And we are to love those who are immigrants, for
God’s people were immigrants in Egypt.
(Deuteronomy 10:17-19)
Leader: We ask God to open our eyes to the struggles
of immigrant workers, for we know that we must not
take advantage of a hired worker who is poor and
needy, whether the worker is a resident or immigrant
living in our town. We must pay the worker the wages
promptly because the worker is poor and counting on
it. (Deuteronomy 24:14) God’s desire is that those who
build houses may live in them, and that those who
plant may eat. (Isaiah 65:22)
All: And yet we know this is not possible for many in
our midst. We know of: farmworkers who cannot feed
their families. Construction workers who have no
Homes. Nursing home workers who have no health
care. Restaurant workers who cannot afford a meal in a
restaurant.
Leader: We know that too many immigrant workers
among us are not receiving the fruits of their labor, nor
the justice required by the courts.
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Worship resource
To use during service
IWJ resources: Immigration
through the lens of faith:
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“Remember the
Immigrant.”

All: God charges our judges to hear disputes and judge
fairly, whether the case involves citizens or
immigrants. (Deuteronomy 1:16)
Leader: But our laws do not adequately protect
immigrants. Our legal and social service programs
exclude many immigrants. Our education programs
undervalue immigrant children.
All: God tells us that the community is to have the
same rules for citizens and for immigrants living
among us. This is a lasting ordinance for the
generations to come. Citizens and immigrants shall be
the same before the Lord. (Numbers 15:15)
Leader: When an immigrant lives in our land,
All: We will not mistreat him or her. We will treat an
immigrant as one of our native born. We will love an
immigrant as ourselves, for God’s people were once
immigrants in Egypt. (Leviticus 19:33-34)
Leader: To those who employ immigrant workers, we
lift up God’s command:
All: Do not oppress an immigrant. God’s people know
how it feels to be immigrants because they were
immigrants in Egypt. (Exodus 23: 9)
Leader: And a special word to those who employ
immigrant farmworkers:
All: Make sure immigrants get a day of rest. (Exodus
23:12)
Leader: To those who craft our immigration laws and
policies, we lift up God’s command:
All: Do not deprive the immigrant or the orphan of
justice, or take the cloak of the widow as a pledge.
Remember that God’s people were slaves in Egypt and
the Lord our God redeemed them from there.
(Deuteronomy 24:17-18)
Leader: To all of us who seek to do God’s will, help us
to:
All: Love one another as God has loved us. Help us to
treat immigrants with the justice and compassion that
God shows to each of us.
lorem
ipsum :: [Date]
We
remember.

Prayer for the
Villatoro family
God of Love
We long for love to win.
We long for a nation that keeps
families together.
We long for assurance that our
friend is safe and his loved ones
are cared for.
Our prayers for Max continue and
will not cease until he is reunited
with his family.

Prayer for our immigrant
sisters and brothers

We come together, to support this
cause in any way we can. Grant
us energy to endure, when our
hope is lost. Amen.

Holy God, You led Abraham and Sarah to a new land; You led your people across the
Egyptian border to freedom; You sent your angel to warn Joseph to take Mary and Jesus
to a foreign country, because their homeland was not safe. You are a God who calls us
to love and care for foreigners among us; it is because of this love that we pray to you
now.
O God, hear our prayer and protect all people entering this country: Protect them from
whatever they are fleeing. Protect them from the harsh natural elements. Protect them
from violence that others would commit against them.
O God, hear our prayer and protect all people who have come to this country: Shield
their spirits from any hatred and prejudice directed against them. Hold their families
together.
O God, hear our prayer and empower people of faith across this nation to hear your
word and heed your call to protect and love the foreigners among us. Let us raise our
voices not only in prayer, but also in protest against hate-filled, dehumanizing speech,
against oppressive policies, against arrogant and heartless laws.
O God, hear our prayer and grant our federal and state legislators compassion and
wisdom as they consider various proposals for immigration reform. May their ears be
deaf to lies born of fear. May their eyes be open to the humanity of each immigrant.
May they lead us to be a state and a nation that finds our security in offering generous
hospitality to all of your people. Amen.
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Joanna Harader; pastor of
Peace Mennonite Church;
Lawrence, KS

lorem ipsum :: [Date]
We
reunite.

You are the God who bears the brunt of the question, “Why didn’t you stay where you belong?”
You feel the red-faced embarrassment when we hear, “Keep your distance, you foreigner, with your
different-colored skin and your strange-sounding speech, with your culture, food, religion, and clothing that
are inferior to my own.”
You are the God who sits along side of us who work in sweatshops, with our bloodshot eyes and aching
fingers squinting under the soul-less glare of a florescent light. You are the God who rises early in the morning
with us as we go to harvest fresh vegetables and fruits picked with fingers stained by the pesticides and
fungicides that penetrate our skin.
You are the God who stands with us in the chill of the morning in the parking lot at Home Depot, with
anxious stomachs hoping that we too would be picked to work just for that one day. Loving God, as we
stand before you today, help us to remember that when we speak of immigrants and refugees, we speak of
Christ. Hear our prayers for necessary, just, and comprehensive immigration reform. Make us strong in the
work for immigrant justice and remind us that our work is no easier than the everyday work of our immigrant
sisters and brothers. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen
Adapted from
______________________________________________________________
Justiceforimmigrants.org website
by Fr. Jon Pedigo)
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Additional songs with
focus on immigration
justice:
(Hymnal: A Worship Book)
229- Lord, you have
come to the lakeshore
400- Santo, Santo, Santo
226- You are the Salt of
the earth
142- Brothers and sisters of
mine
407- We are people of
God's peace
322- For we are strangers
no more
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lorem
ipsum :: [Date]
We sing.

Our silence does nothing.
Our voices matter.

and activist, protests on behalf of Max.

Anton Flores-Maisonet, a public speaker
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What you can do:
Ø Pray
Ø Use provided
resources for
services and
vigils.

Ø Call DHS.

Even though many callers received responses that seemed less than
helpful, we (Friends of Pastor Max) have been assured by both our
legal and immigration advisors that these calls are important and
serve to remind the government agencies that we have not forgotten
about Max and others in similar situations. Advocacy after
deportation is unheard of and so our continued efforts are
important. Legal efforts continue for Max as well as many others. Let's
remember that for Max and his family, this situation is NOT resolved.

Information to help you make your call:
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Security Secretary Jeh Johnson's office: (202) 282-8203
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) website: https://www.ice.gov/immigrationAction
Phone number to inquire about Prosecutorial Discretion: 888 351 4024
Question to ask: Max should have been offered Prosecutorial
Discretion before he was deported since he fit the criteria for this
category. Why was Max not offered Prosecutorial Discretion ?
Max Villatoro Immigration Identification Number: A#094-338-085
Pastor Max’s birthday: March 31
Arrest: Tuesday, March 3, 2015
Deportation: Friday, March 20, 2015
Sign up for our mailing list at: http://tiny.cc/FriendsMailingList
Contact us at friendsofpastormax@gmail.com

Contact Rachel Schrock: Rachelsch2012@gmail.com for additional worship resources.

