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Miguel Rodriguez, Santiago Gomes, Carolyn and Dennis Peters, Cathy Wismer, Mark Epp Don and Shirley Kempf, Gerald and Joetta Schlabach
As I reflect on the recent Fellowship and Learning Tour to Ecuador, I am very grateful for the ways that I have seen God at work.  We were very impressed with the maturity of the congregation in Quito as we observed the end of their process to choose a new pastor.  Last summer when I first saw the qualifications that they had specified for the job, my first reaction was that they will never find someone of that caliber.  They also had a timeline set up for each part of the process and again I was skeptical that this would happen.  However, God always has a way of surprising us in Ecuador.  Everything went as planned and Luiz Tapia was voted in as their pastor while we were there in the end of January.  He has most, if not all, of the qualifications for which they had asked.  
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Luiz and Jennifer
Luiz and his wife Jennifer also have a remarkable story.  They were both born in Chile, but Jennifer spent many of her years growing up in Quito while her father was the pastor of a Baptist church there.  Luiz also grew up in a Baptist church in Chile. But as I understand it, some of the Baptist churches in Chile are very open to Anabaptist theology.  Luiz liked to watch a lot of television growing up and that is how he learned his fluent English.  When he attended the Baptist Seminary in Santiago, Chile, he was a student of Omar Cortes who worked for Witness Canada and Mennonite Mission Network for many years.  Thus, he became acquainted with Anabaptist theology.  He later got his masters degree in philosophy at the Catholic University in Valparaiso, Chile.  My understanding is that there is no way to get a masters degree in religion in Chile, so this was the route he chose.  When Luiz and Jennifer were engaged 4 years ago, Luiz promised her that some day they would live in Quito.  I believe that it was sometime in December when they decided to take a vacation to Quito.  Luiz says he really liked the city. I believe that through a contact with Patricia Miranda’s family, they found out about the opening for a pastor at Quito Mennonite Church and applied for it.  
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Communion table at Quito church service
We were privileged to hear Luiz’s second sermon as a candidate.  He was very easy to understand and his Anabaptist theology was very evident in his sermon.  The three churches in Quito were all present for the service which included a celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  After the service, all of the members met to discern whether to accept Luiz and their pastor.  The congregation was almost unanimous in voting to invite him to be their pastor.  One of the members remarked that “this was the first time I have ever been able to vote for and be a part of choosing my pastor”.  

Jennifer is a psychologist and it is possible that her gifts in this area may be used in the refugee program.  I was delighted to get to know Luiz and Jennifer and I am very happy for the congregation in Quito to have a wonderful young couple as leaders in their congregation.
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Alba Silva speaking in Jardines del Inca
Another observation is the growth and maturing of leadership in the two new congregations in Jardines del Inca and Calderon.  Cesar commented that Alba Silva and her brother-in-law Oswaldo Moina have really stepped up into leadership roles at the congregation of Jardines del Inca.  Tatiana Jhayya also seems to be thriving as pastoral leader of the church in Calderon.  One of her reasons for joining the Mennonite church in Quito was because she could take leadership as a woman.  We attended one of her Bible studies and she is a very good teacher.  
The refugee program continues to grow and they have agreed to a 3 year contract with MCC to fund the program.  David Shenk continues to be a very good administrator of the program and Luiz commented that he thinks David is a “saint”.  
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Worshiping in Riobamba
In Riobamba, it was gratifying to see the number of people who attended the farewell service of William and Luz Marina.  The congregation seems to have grown in the past year.  I think William has been working hard at training leadership to take over when he leaves.  As you know, the situation in Riobamba has been up and down over the past years, so I think the next year will be critical as they continue with Raul and Ivette as pastoral coordinators.  The congregation now really represents the results of Raul and Ivette’s work with marriage enrichment and counseling.  It is difficult to know how true our picture of the congregation was, since it was the last days of William and Luz Marina, but the group seemed to really enjoy each other and it was encouraging to see this.






