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Contact information
Moderators: 
Nathan Luitjens: 319-256-6061 
moderator@centralplainsmc.org

Margie Caraballo: 309-786-1748  
assistantmoderator@centralplainsmc.org
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Ramiro Hernandez  319-621-3725 
rmherns@yahoo.com  
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David Boshart: 319-936-5904 
davidboshart@centralplainsmc.org

Tim Detweiler: 319-458-0224 
timdetweiler@centralplainsmc.org

Shana Peachey Boshart: 319-936-5905 
shanaboshart@centralplainsmc.org  

Seeking Understanding in Israel/Palestine: A Fact-Finding Trip  
Have you wished you understood better what is happening today in the land of the 
Bible? We extend a warm invitation to join this cross-cultural encounter to view the 
holy sites and to visit with people passionately involved in the effort of peacemak-
ing today. We will meet with Palestinian and Israeli peace and human rights groups, 
see first-hand the reality of Palestinian life under occupation, and consider what is 
needed for a just peace. Visit Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee, 
and more. Leaders: Joy Lapp, on the Steering Committee of Mennonite Palestine 
Israel Network (MennoPIN), and Rev. Arnie Voigt. Saturday, May 30, 2015 - 
Saturday, June 13, 2015. http://fosna.org/conference-trip/seeking-understanding-
israelpalestine, 319-219-9171, lappj@earthlink.net.

Volunteers needed at International Guest House 
The International Guest House needs hosts beginning July 2015 for a one year term.  
This ministry of Christian hospitality is operated by Allegheny Mennonite Confer-
ence to provide a “home away from home” for D.C. visitors.  Other volunteers (one 
month or longer) are also needed.  Volunteers receive room and board; full year vol-
unteers receive stipend and health insurance.  Responsibilities:  welcoming guests, 
serving breakfast & tea, baking, cleaning, laundry, maintenance. Enjoy sightseeing 
during free time. Contact: International Guest House igh-dc@juno.com (202)726-
5808.  http://igh-dc.com.
— Orv & Clet Gingerich, IGH Hosts

Bluegrass concert hosted by Wood River
On September 13, Wood River Menno-
nite Church of Wood River, Nebraska, 
hosted a folk/bluegrass concert in Doyle 
and Chelle Jantzi’s barn.  The performers 
were Pastor Brett Klingenberg of First 
Mennonite Church in Beatrice and Pas-
tor Dave Miller of Bellwood Mennonite 
Church in Milford.  It was like a “block 
party” event with us inviting our neigh-
bors around the church and members 
inviting friends.  A meal was served prior 
to the concert.  It was an enjoyable eve-
ning and a great time of fellowship with 
new and old friends in a rustic setting.
— Darlene Roth, Wood River Mennonite 
Church

Western District  
Conference Library
Shine Resources!  Imagine a children’s 
picture book library with resources 
specifically selected to support Christian 
Faith Formation in both the home and 
the congregation.  Imagine 3,000 of 
them.  Imagine them being available to 
you, your church, your family with just 
a few clicks, an email or a phone call.  
It can happen!  Visit YOUR Resource 
Library at www.mennowdc.org. Search 
for topics that connect to Shine lessons.  
Call or email Library director Marlene 
Bogard at 316-283-6300 / crlib@men-
nowdc.org.  A shipment can be deliv-
ered to you within a week.  We are here 
to serve you!  316-283-6300 / crlib@
mennowdc.org.  
— Marlene Bogard, for Western District 
Resource Library.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Annual Leaders Retreat will take place April 19-21, 2015, at St. Benedict Center in Schuyler, NE. 
Central Plains Annual Meeting will take place June 18-21, 2015, in the Twin Cities. 
Mennonite Church USA Convention and Delegate Assembly will be held June 30 to July 5, 2015, in Kansas City.

Mennonite World Conference Assembly Gathered 
 will be held July 21-26, 2015, in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

Youth Escape, the biennial retreat for Central Plains youth, 
 will take place July 15-17, 2016, in central Iowa.

The Central Plains budget continued to 
slide negatively in September and Oc-
tober, increasing the overall deficit for 
the fiscal year.   As you can see from the 
graphs, income for both months came 
in at $72,230.46, while expenses came 
in at $81,259.35. As a result, the budget 
deficit has been increased to $53,916.43 
for the fiscal year.  We are thankful for 
your  continued support of conference, 
where we  continue to see God at  work 
in many different ways.   
 —Stewardship Task Group
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