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Where do you go for help? 
by Shana Peachey Boshart  
Conference Minister for Christian Formation

	 What roles do you have in your congregation? Are you a Sunday School teacher? Youth sponsor? El-
der or deacon?  Council chair or church treasurer?  How do you find what you need to do your job well?  
What if you have never done this job before and need to know where to begin?
	 We have your back!  Fire up your computer and type in your browser, “www.centralplainsmc.org.”  
You might be surprised at how much help is there for you!
	 In this issue of Scattered Seeds, we show you what you’ll find on your conference web site that could 
be of real practical help to you and other leaders in your congregation. On pages 2, 3 and 4, you’ll see web 
page screenshots taken from www.centralplainsmc.org.  These pages give you a small sampling of what 
you’ll find on your whole conference web site.  Words in blue are links, so once you’ve seen the web pages 
on the pages of this newsletter, be sure to go to the real page and explore the links.  And while you’re 
there, explore all the other pages we didn’t have room to show you here! This web site is an important way 
your conference staff provides the help and advice you need to do your leadership role.  
	 Besides practical advice for congregational leaders, the conference web site gives you information on 
conference work too.  Find the covenant study, Being God’s Faithful People, and the videos you can use 
to teach it.  Download or purchase the discernment study, Seeking God’s Will Together, and see the books 
and videos that go with it. Find curriculum for kids’ clubs, devotional resources for adults, everything you 
need to start a Shalom Readers program, and much more.

We seek 
to foster a 
conference 
culture of 
biblically-
grounded, 
Christ-centered 
communities, 
sharing God’s 
love as we 
joyfully follow 
Jesus. 
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www.centralplainsmc.org/youth-leaders
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www.centralplainsmc.org/co-resources
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www.centralplainsmc.org/elders--deacons
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Another web site with resources for you is  
www.anabaptistfaithformation.org.  Your own conference 
minister, Shana Peachey Boshart, is the chief curator for this web 
site where you will find resources for forming faith in children, 
youth and adults both at home and in the congregation.  Find 
this page under the “Adults” tab.
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Leader Transitions
Beginning

Craig Hofer, pastor at Mercy Church, 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, July 1.

Gordon Scoville, transitional pastor 
at First Mennonite Church, Iowa City, 
Iowa, August 1.

Seth Miller, pastor of outreach and 
preaching, Bethesda Mennonite Church 
in Henderson, Nebraska, August 1.

Joshua Lundberg, associate pastor at 
Kalona Mennonite Church, Kalona, 
Iowa, August 1.

Joel Beachy, pastor at East Union Men-
nonite Church, Kalona, Iowa, Septem-
ber 1.

David Nickel, pastor at First Men-
nonite Church, Lincoln, Nebraska, 
September 1.

Ending

John Yoder-Schrock, interim pastor at 
Pleasant View Mennonite Church, Mt. 
Pleasant, IA, September 1.

Leaders Credentialed 
Matt Troyer-Miller was ordained at 
Wood River Mennonite Church, Wood 
River, Nebraska, July 12.

John N. Murray’s credentials were 
transferred into Central Plains Menno-
nite Conference from Pacific Southwest 
Mennonite Conference.  John is the 
recruitment coordinator for Mennonite 
Mission Network and lives in Minne-
apolis, Minnesota.

Shelby Boese’s credentials were trans-
ferred from Central Plains Mennonite 
Conference into Southeast Mennonite 
Conference.

Other pages you’ll find at  
www.centraplainsmc.org
Missional Discipleship Initiative
A program that uses groups of three people to study the Bible, 
grow in discipleship and invite others to know Christ.

Tuesdays with Dave
Experience the four web conferences Dave Boshart led last winter 
on how congregations reach out and share Jesus with others.

Shalom Readers
A library reading program in which children read books that are 
aligned with Jesus’ way of peace.

Max Villatoro 
Updates and calls to action regarding deported pastor Max Villa-
toro.

Support for Conflict
An introduction to the Central Plains Conflict Management Support 
Team and how they can help your congregation prepare for or 
manage conflict in a way that is consistent with our faith.

Counsel on Variance
Resources for creating settings for Bible study, faithful dialogue, 
and spiritual discernment in your local congregation. 

Here’s What’s New
Short blog posts with updates about conference events and Ecua-
dor Partnership people.
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Contact information
Moderator 
Margie Mejia Caraballo  309-235-3011 
margiemmc60@ymail.com

Assistant Moderator 
Sid Burkey  402-761-2093 
sid@burkeyfarms.com

Office  
P.O. Box 101, Freeman, SD 57029 

Monica Clem, Office Manager 605-925-4463 
office@centralplainsmc.org

Hispanic Ministries Coordinator  
Ramiro Hernandez  319-621-3725 
rmherns@yahoo.com  

Conference Ministers  
P.O. Box 352, Kalona, IA 52247 

David Boshart 319-936-5904 
davidboshart@centralplainsmc.org

Tim Detweiler 319-458-0224 
timdetweiler@centralplainsmc.org

Shana Peachey Boshart 319-936-5905 
shanaboshart@centralplainsmc.org  

	 A workshop, Keeping Children Safe in Faith Communities, was held at Salem Men-
nonite Church, Freeman, South Dakota, on September 12, 2015, with Dr. Jeanette 
Harder from Dove’s Nest of Omaha, Nebraska, as facilitator.  There were approximately 
forty people attending, representing six area churches.  The first part of the morning 
began with Dr. Harder explaining why it is so important that children feel safe in our 
churches and that it is up to the adults to make sure church is safe.
	 The second half of the morning was a panel discussion with Dr. Harder as modera-
tor, asking prepared questions of four local people representing South Dakota organiza-
tions that work with children in a variety of ways.  The panelists were Judy DeWit, the 
counselor at Wellspring Counseling Services in Freeman; Muriel Kaufman, a retired 
teacher and pastor living in Freeman; Casey Murchel, the coordinator of South Dakota 
Child Assessment Centers; and Cameron Corey, a special agent with the South Dakota 
Division of Criminal Investigation with a special interest in domestic violence and 
sexual assault issues.  After the initial questions, the audience had the opportunity to 
ask their own questions.  They were all answered expertly and the workshop attendees 
learned a lot from them. For the afternoon, Dr. Harder provided training for the cur-
riculum, “Circle of Grace.”
	 The weekend concluded with Dr. Harder as the speaker for the worship services at 
both Salem Mennonite Church and Salem-Zion Mennonite Church. 
	 This workshop was joint effort of the Salem and Salem-Zion churches.  The 
organizing committee included members of both churches. To arrange a Dove’s Nest 
workshop in your community, contact Kathy Haake at kathy@dovesnest.net or 402-
577-0866. - Lerace Graber, Salem Mennonite Church

South Dakota churches host Dove’s Nest workshop

Keeping children safe in faith  
communities

To receive this newsletter in Spanish, call Shana 
Peachey Boshart at 319-936-5905.  Para recibir 
este boletín en español, llame a Shana Peachey 
Boshart al 319-936-5905.  

The newsletter of Central Plains Mennonite Conference is published six times a year at Kalona, Iowa.  
Editor: Shana Peachey Boshart. Copy Editor: Erin Ramer. Editorial Council: David Boshart, Tim Detweiler, Roger 
Farmer, Lewis Miller, Willis Busenitz, Margie Caraballo, and Sherilyn Ortman. 
Thanks to Mary Lou Farmer and Verna Zook for proofreading.
E-mail: scatteredseeds@centralplainsmc.org. Telephone: 319-936-5905.
For the December issue, please send stories, news and photos by November 2, 2015 to the address above. 
Please send subscription requests and changes of addresses to 
office@centralplainsmc.org. 
Graphic Design by Erin Ramer. 
Printed by Kalona Graphics in USA
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Conference Board will meet October 30-31, 2015 in the Twin Cities, MN.

Central Plains Annual Meeting 2016 will take place June 16-19, 2016, in Des Moines, IA.

Youth Escape 2016 will take place July 15-17, 2016 in central Iowa.

We are a third of the way (33.3%) 
through this fiscal year and income 
is at 25.9% of budget.  Expenses are 
at 34.3% of budget.  As a result, we 
are currently at a deficit.  In July and 
August, income totaled $59,379.71 
and expenses came in at $81,447.67.  
This result increases our overall deficit 
to $40,510.09.  We see God at work 
in many different ways throughout our 
conference, and we are thankful for your 
financial support.    —Stewardship Task 
Group

Central Plains Mennonite Conference
Income (blue) vs. Expenses (red)
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