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Pastoral team in formation
New property in view for Quito church 
by Don Kempf, Salem Mennonite Church, Shickley, Nebraska 
Central Plains Coordinator for the Ecuador Partnership
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During the night 
Paul had a vision: 
there stood a 
man of  
Macedonia  
pleading with him 
and saying,  
‘Come over 
to Macedonia  
and help us.’ 
   — Acts 16:9

continued on page 2

     The church was full with about 70 
people, some sitting on the stairway, as the 
congregation gathered for worship during the 
recent Partnership meetings. People from at 
least seven different countries were present; 
about one fourth of them were refugees.  All 

are partners in the Gospel. Peter Stucky from Colombia 
preached on the theme of suffering. Christ knows what it is 
like to suffer, and we can leave our suffering on the cross for 
Him to bear.  Participants wrote about their burdens and 
pinned the notes on the cross after the sermon. The service 
concluded with a moving service of communion. 
 It is amazing to see what God is doing through 
the limited resources of ICAME (Christian Anabaptist 
Mennonite Churches of Ecuador). In Quito, Ecuadorian 
workers supported by Mennonite Central Committee 
interview an average of 20 new refugee families each week. 
Forty-five families receive basic food weekly through the 
church’s refugee ministry. There has recently been an 
increase in the number of refugees arriving in Quito who are 
not from Colombia.  A number of families have arrived from 
Venezuela due to the severe economic crisis (see page 4). 
There are also increasing numbers of asylum seekers from 
the Middle East, some from the Muslim faith. The church 
welcomes them all and sees this as an opportunity to show 
the face of Jesus to them.
 In the Jardines del Inca neighborhood the Vida Juvenil 
(Juvenile Life) program offers after-school help to children. 
The churches also continue to offer the “Education for 
Peace” program with children of church members and 
refugees. 
 Over the last several years, ICAME leaders have 

Top to Bottom: Three boys in the after school program; 
Rebecca Gonzalez and Fernando Perez, interim pastors; Don 

Kempf and Peter Stucky interact with children in a time of 
learning at the church in Jardines del Inca.   

Photos by Don Kempf and Linda Shelly
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decided that the church’s ministries need a permanent home. During meetings in March, the Ecuador Partners toured a 
property that appears to be ideal for purchase as a center for ICAME and the Quito Mennonite Church. It is not far from 
their present location, and it is near a newly constructed subway station. This makes its location a prime area for future 
development, so it is likely a good financial investment. It is a large house with three stories divided into three apartments, 
one on each floor. The building has possibilities of rental income from a family living on one floor while the Quito 
Mennonite church and its ministries and ICAME use the rest of the building.
 ICAME is also in relationship with other people from other churches. Julian Guaman, an indigenous scholar, has been 
attending Quito Mennonite church. He is associated with four indigenous congregations in the mountain and coastal 
regions of Ecuador that are identifying theologically as Anabaptist.  He has proposed that these congregations be covered 
by ICAME, both spiritually and legally. ICAME will be considering the implications of formal or fraternal relationships. 
These indigenous congregations are located in Riobamba, Guayaquil and Quito. In the rainforest region of Ecuador, Jane 
and Jerrell Ross Richer have been invited to minister alongside the Cofan community which is located near the Ecuador, 
Peru and Colombia borders. The community is building a house for them and is excited to have them spend more time with 
them.
 This is again a time of transition for the church in Quito. Luis Tapia has completed his three years as pastor. He and 
his wife, Jennifer Rey, will be moving to Elkhart, Indiana, as Luis enrolls as a student at Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical 
Seminary and Jennifer plans to serve with Mennonite Voluntary Service. They expect to live in the MVS house in 
Elkhart. The church in Quito planned for an interim pastoral role and the partnership sent Fernando Pérez and Rebeca 
González, a couple from Mexico City, Mexico, to be interim pastors for the next three months. Their mandate is to help the 
church move toward a pastoral team approach to church structure instead of a pastor-centered approach. Since our visit the 
church appointed a four-person pastoral team: Doris Espinoza, Alexandra Meneses, Patricia Miranda and Alba Silva.
 Always on our minds is the effect of providing outside resources and personnel on the sustainability of the local 
congregation. The urgent and wide-ranging needs of the refugees are ever present,  and impossible to meet with only local 
resources. It is encouraging to see that people in the local church are taking seriously the dynamics of internal and external 
resources, and continue to reevaluate programs and their capacity to carry them out. 
 We need to continue to pray for them as they share the love of Christ in a context where there is much suffering from 
the evils of this world. It is a wonderful privilege to accompany these brothers and sisters as we follow Jesus together.

Left: The meeting place of the church in Jardines del Inca. Top left: A young scholar proud 
of her work!  Top right: Alba Silva shares a Bible story with Vida Juvenil children in Jardines 
del Inca.  Bottom left: The newest addition to the Ecuador Partnership family. Ariana Naomi 
Wigginton Bravo joins sister Aliyah and Mom and Dad, Delicia Bravo and Peter Wigginton. 

Bottom right: The Ross Richer Family working with Indigenous leaders in the Ecuadoran 
rainforest: Naomi, Jane, Teresa, Jerrell, Jordan and Sierra.
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 Periodically, I am asked, “So when you go 
to Ecuador or Venezuela, what is the work 
that you are doing?” It’s a very good ques-
tion. I often feel like there ought to be an 
“elevator speech” answer. You know, a short 
and concise spiel that could be delivered on 

the elevator between the 8th floor and the lobby. But that’s 
not an easy speech to give. Over the years we have sent 
work teams. It’s easy to identify the work done by these 
teams. We’ve sent fellowship and learning tours. The activ-
ity in those trips is also fairly easy to quantify. But how to 
summarize “our work” in this partnership for mission in 
Ecuador and Venezuela—that’s not a short answer. But let 
me offer some handles to describe the nature of this work.
 First, whatever “our work” is, it didn’t start with us. 
Our involvement in both Ecuador and Venezuela began 
with an invitation. We responded to the invitation of 
indigenous leaders in Ecuador who wanted leadership de-
velopment and theological education from an Anabaptist 
perspective. We also responded to the invitation from new 
Mennonites in Venezuela for theological education and for 
validation of their developing Mennonite identity. 
 There has been nothing in our work that began with 
our own strategic initiatives. So our work has been to 
receive invitations and respond to the needs identified by 
those who are doing the inviting. Our work has first of all 
been a response to an invitation. I well remember asking 
the delegates in Mt. Pleasant two years ago if we should 
accept the invitation of the Colombian Mennonite Church 
to extend our partnership in Ecuador and respond to the 
call for help in Venezuela. In the face of this invitation the 
response of our delegates was something like, “Well, if 
they are inviting us, how would we say no?”  
 Second, our involvement in both Ecuador and Vene-
zuela is more about accompaniment than initiation. I don’t 
know a lot of Spanish, but in our partnership meetings one 
of the most frequent Spanish words I hear is some form 
of the word acompañar (to accompany). If the partner-
ship for mission in Ecuador and Venezuela has asked us 
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A front row seat to see love in action 
by David Boshart 
Executive Conference Minister 

to do anything, we’ve been asked to accompany those who 
are working to bear witness to the kingdom of God in an 
Anabaptist perspective. 
 It’s hard to quantify the impact of accompanying others 
because the “work” of this mission is really someone else’s. 
And yet, our partners in Ecuador and Venezuela express 
deep gratitude for our presence. They believe our accom-
paniment is essential to their success. They are reassured 
and encouraged by Mennonites from the North who come 
alongside as we together strategize and envision what God is 
calling them to do.
 Third, we find that our work is not about what we as 
‘sufficient benefactors’ have to give an ‘insufficient devel-
oping’ church. A vital part of our work is to allow what we 
witness in the work of our partners there to renew our vision 
back here. When we accompany first generation Mennonite 
Christians, it “rekindles the gift of God within us” (II Timo-
thy 1:6). Interacting with our partners reminds us of our joy 
in the Gospel. 
 Our sisters and brothers in the South are accomplishing 
great things with so few resources. The fuel of their ministry 
is not North American money. The fuel for their ministry is 
their joy because they have come to know Jesus and life in 
his kingdom. Couldn’t we benefit from a little more of that 
fuel around here? 
 As we, with the Colombian Mennonite Church and 
Mennonite Mission Network, accompany the developing 
Mennonite communities in Ecuador and Venezuela, we have 
been given a great privilege that far outstrips whatever con-
tributions we might be making. We have been given front 
row seats to new birth. 
 As with all births, there is labor and there is coaching 
and there is midwifing and there is expertise and there is 
anticipation of the not-yet-known. And the thing that brings 
all these things together is a profound sense of love. Yes, we 
have been given a front row seat to see the love of Jesus in 
action born in new ways. May that rekindle the gift of God 
in all of us!
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 Walking back to our lodging in the El Paraíso neigh-
borhood of Caracas at 8:30 one night, a circle of six or 
eight people stood across the street from a local grocery 
store.  Helena pointed to them and said quietly to me, 
“They are gathering there to wait in line for the store to 
open in the morning to buy bread.” By 8 am, the people 
are lined up down the block in both directions. With an 
economy in free fall, a growing network of Mennonite 
Churches is offering hope where little else in the country 
of Venezuela is working.  
 In March, I was present when nearly sixty representa-
tives of Mennonite churches from three regions of Ven-
ezuela gathered at a government-owned conference center 
for a three-day retreat to fellowship, study the Bible, offer 
updates of local ministries and share their goals for wit-
ness in the coming year.
 This network of Mennonite churches can only be de-
scribed as a movement of God’s Spirit among people who 
take the teachings of Jesus seriously. Many have come to 
embrace the Anabaptist vision through the Christian clas-
sic In His Steps, by Charles Monroe Sheldon, and the book 
Community and Commitment, by John Driver.  These 
churches developing in disparate regions of the country 
have found one another through courses offered by Men-
nonite leader Erwin Mirabal and the Colombian Men-
nonite seminary. A recurring theme among the retreat 
participants was the joy they feel as they encounter the 
wider family of Christians who are serious about following 
Jesus. 
 Venezuela is a country rich in resources but unable 
to feed its people. A lot of productive land in Venezuela is 
fallow due to 1500% annual inflation. The inflating costs 
of inputs for planting constantly outstrip the profits of the 
prior harvest. While this economic crisis is very difficult, 
mutual aid has become a defining value in the ministry 
of these Mennonite churches. They place a high priority 
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Hope rises from a fallow field in Venezuela 
by David Boshart 
Executive Conference Minister 

on feeding the hungry and providing clothing to those who 
need it. In the seminary office in Caracas, the motto on the 
wall proclaims, “No one can lay any foundation other than 
that which has been laid, that is Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 
3:11).
  Erwin Mirabal said, “I feel what God is doing in this 
network of churches, and there is great power in the mes-
sage of the Sermon on the Mount. It creates great trust in 
God.” Erwin’s wife, Haydee, describes the paradox that in the 
midst of this current crisis, the church is growing. 
 “The youth are hurting. They see great need and few 
options. It is causing them to mature quickly, and they are 
reaching for hope. This is the moment for the church to offer 
youth alternative ways of responding to crisis. It is necessary 
to think about what the church will offer the youth by way of 
alternatives to destructive pursuits.” 
 From Isla Margarita, an island just off the coast of 
Venezuela, Euclides Bauza reports, “Many of the churches 
that receive the classes [on the Sermon on the Mount] have 
been established for a long time. But when they receive this 
message it’s like their eyes are opened, scales fall from their 
eyes.” 
 Pastor Maria Elena says, “Sometimes this teaching 
‘crashes against the chest’ when you first hear it. But when 
you taste this message, you begin to become more confident 
and secure in proclaiming this message.”
 During the partnership meeting, Erwin said, “In this 
work, people don’t give their loyalties to a party or ideol-
ogy, but they give their loyalty to a kingdom that is so much 
more. That’s why we need to penetrate the neighborhoods 
of the city and that our community cannot be an intellectual 
ghetto.” 
 A seed of hope is being planted in a fallow field. One 
can easily see that the Spirit of God is 
bringing the increase.

Left to right: Those who gathered for worship for our partnership Sunday; The 
children were my best Spanish tutors!



5

 This year’s Annual Leader’s Retreat (ALR) was another rich experience as 39 
pastors, chaplains and spouses gathered at the Saint Benedict Retreat Center in 
Schuyler, Nebraska, March 19 – 21, 2017.  
 This year’s theme focused on Living God’s Story through Prayer, Fasting 
and Generous Giving, from the second spiritual practice in the Covenant of 
Spiritual Practices adopted by Central Plains Mennonite Conference: We will 
practice prayer, fasting and generous giving to separate ourselves from the 
influence of the principalities and powers of this age and to make us available 
to fully participate in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.
 The three retreat sessions were led by Christopher Montgomery, pastor 
at Sermon on the Mount Mennonite Church in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  
Through input and group discussion we looked at how communal worship plays 
an important role in keeping us grounded in God’s story and how prayer, fasting 
and generous giving help us live out God’s story in a world that is obsessed with 
nationalism, consumerism and individualism.  In small groups we experienced 
different styles of praying.  Those who were able fasted during the Monday 
evening meal, using that time to practice prayer styles that were learned during 
the afternoon retreat session.
 The four worship services focused on themes from the Sermon on the 
Mount and were led by Amanda Beachy, Elaine Kauffman, Ramiro Hernandez/
Fernando Ramos, and Lewis Miller.  Worship is always a rich experience at ALR 
and this year’s worship proved to be the same.  
 This year, participants were able to sign up for massages during the 
afternoon on Monday.  Another important highlight was the informal 
interaction that took place each evening sitting around tables eating snacks, 
playing games or just being in conversation. 
 The Annual Leaders Retreat is planned each year by the Pastoral Leadership 
Committee.  I am grateful to Martha Yoder, Shawn Nolt and Barbara Tieszen for 
being on the planning committee with me this year.

 
Annual Leaders Retreat

Leaders practice prayer, fasting and generous giving  
by Tim Detweiler 
Conference Minister for Ministerial Leadership

What participants liked best about ALR: 

 •  intentional times for fasting and 

    prayer

 •  meaningful worship

 •  excellent input

 •  group discussions

 •  reconnecting with people

 •  time for rest

 •  informal interaction with other 

    leaders
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Transitions
Aureliano Vazquez was installed as 
pastor at Templo Alabanza in Moline, 
Illinois, on April 9.

Karen Dalke retired as pastor at Des 
Moines Mennonite Church, effective April 
30, 2017.

Ben Waddington resigned as pastor at 
Ashland Christian Fellowship in Ashland, 
Montana, also effective April 30, 2017.

Aaron Carlson resigned as pastor 
at Manson (Iowa) Mennonite Church, 
effective May 7, 2017.

Leaders Credentialed
Rachelle Luitjens was ordained at Sugar 
Creek Mennonite Church, Wayland, Iowa, 
on March 26.

Christopher Montgomery’s ordination 
in the Church of the Brethren was 
recognized and received into Central 
Plains on April 2 at Sermon on the Mount 
Mennonite Church, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota.

Mennonite Women

Where we have come from and where we are going
by Marlene Swartzendruber, Salem Mennonite Church, Shickley, Nebraska 
Central Plains Mennonite Women president

     Mennonite Women has been organized for 100 years. At my con-
gregation, Salem Mennonite Church in Shickley, Nebraska, the first 
“sewing circle” was held in July 1918. The ladies gathered together, 
setting aside a day each month to sew for the needy, fellowship with 
each other and glorify God with the work of their hands. The ladies 
brought their machines from home and sewed in the hallway of the 

church. In 1927, a quilt batting cost 75 cents and 15 yards of material was $1.50. 
 In 1953, 28 young women at Salem organized “Willing Workers.” Some of 
their activities were cleaning and hanging wallpaper for those in need in the 
community, butchering 200 chickens for Grace Children’s home in Henderson, 
Nebraska, organizing a church library and creating an extension committee to 
serve meals at funerals and lunch stands for sales. (Information taken from Salem 
Mennonite Church 1891-1991.)
 Over the years we have had very well-attended sewing days. Many items were 
made for relief, and in the last 38 years items were also made for the Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC) Relief Sale. At one time we also had evening meetings 
for the ladies.
 In the past 20 years at Salem, we have seen our once-a-month sewing day 
change. More ladies went to work outside of the home and our elderly ladies went 
to their reward. Our group is smaller but we still have the same joy in getting 
together.
 No doubt you have seen some of the same changes in your church groups. 
In asking the churches around the conference what their group looks like, I have 
found some with up to 40 members and one with just two faithful ladies. I think 
we have all found our place and mission in our churches and communities.
 I have been a part of the Central Plains Mennonite Women (MW) board for 
seven years now. We have seen changes at this level as well. I began on a commit-
tee of seven and now we are struggling to find replacements and are continuing 
with five persons. If you would be interested in serving on this committee please 
contact me at tomars@windstream.net.
 The Central Plains MW board meets once or twice a year and plans the 
disbursements of the dues and donations sent to us. Once again this year we are 
choosing to support the Max Villatoro Family, the Ecuador Partnership, Crooked 
Creek Camp, Swan Lake Camp, and Mennonite Women USA.
 We are asking if there is something we can do to help your group. Perhaps 
there are activities you are doing you would like to tell others about. Take the 
challenge and send your information to Scattered Seeds.
 Blessings to you all.

Scattered Seeds June 2017
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Moderator 
Margie Mejia Caraballo  309-235-3011 
margiemmc60@ymail.com

Assistant Moderator 
Sid Burkey  402-761-2093 
sid@burkeyfarms.com

Office  
P.O. Box 101, Freeman, SD 57029 

Monica Clem, Office Manager  
605-929-3325  
office@centralplainsmc.org

Hispanic Ministries Coordinator  
Ramiro Hernandez  319-621-3725 
rmherns@yahoo.com  

Conference Ministers  
P.O. Box 352, Kalona, IA 52247 

David Boshart 319-936-5904 
davidboshart@centralplainsmc.org

Tim Detweiler 319-458-0224 
timdetweiler@centralplainsmc.org

Shana Peachey Boshart 319-936-5905 
shanaboshart@centralplainsmc.org

The newsletter of Central Plains Mennonite Conference is published five times a year at 
Kalona, Iowa.  Editor: Shana Peachey Boshart. Copy Editor: Erin Ramer. Thanks to Peg 
Burkey, Mary Lou Farmer and Verna Zook for proofreading. 
E-mail: scatteredseeds@centralplainsmc.org. Telephone: 319-936-5905.
For the August issue, please send stories, news and photos by July 10, 2017 to the 
address above.  Please send subscription requests and changes of addresses to 
office@centralplainsmc.org. 
Graphic Design by Erin Ramer.  Printed by Kalona Graphics in USA

ScatteredSeeds To receive this newsletter in Spanish,  
call Shana Peachey Boshart at 319-936-5905.  
Para recibir este boletín en español, llame a 
Shana Peachey Boshart al 319-936-5905.  

Contact information

Annual Meeting 2017 
in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, June 15-18 

Register today at www.centralplainsmc.org.

Tuesdays with Dave

Be formed for witness with our new video series
 Central Plains congregational leadership teams, Sunday School classes and 
small groups now have a new video series to try. “Witness to a Better Place” is a 
product of the Tuesdays with Dave webinars offered in February and March. 
 This series is about how the life and witness of our churches can be infused 
with grace, joy and peace in a world seeking hope. It is about how our churches 
both give witness to and become “a better place” where God’s reign is coming into 
being. 
 There are three 25-minute teaching videos; each one has a pause in the 
middle and at the end for group discussion.  If you have less than an hour per ses-
sion, each video can easily be divided into two sessions for a total of six sessions.
 If you can give it 90 minutes, each video can be covered in one session. To 
maximize your time together, everyone could watch the video at home so you can 
spend your meeting time talking about it. 
 With each video, there is a one-page, downloadable discussion guide. Find 
the videos and discussion guides at www.centralplainsmc.org b Mission Leaders 
b Tuesdays with Dave 2017.
 
Session 1: Witness in Exile: Longing for a Better Place 
How can the life and message of the church address people’s longing for a better 
place? How can the church become a place where questions and doubts are wel-
comed and people are released to engage their neighbors in a ministry of hope?
 
Session 2: The Substance of Witness: Being the Better Place 
What are the spiritual formation practices that can help transform our reflexes for 
a hope-filled faithful witness? How can we be the better place that God inaugu-
rated in Jesus, a place infused with grace, joy and peace?
 
Session 3: The Heart of Witness: Becoming Communities of Grace, Joy and 
Peace 
How can we move the condition of the heart of our community from anxiety, 
moral indignation, and judgment to a common life that is marked by grace, joy, 
and peace? This session will offer specific recommendations for how churches 
can nurture attitudes of grace, joy and peace, displaying the better place God has 
inaugurated in the world through Jesus.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Workshop for Credentialed Leaders will take place on June 15, 2017 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

Central Plains Annual Meeting 2017 will take place June 15-18, 2017, in South Dakota.

Mennonite Church USA Convention & Delegate Assembly will take place 
 July 4-8, 2017 in Orlando, Florida.

FINANCES
 The Central Plains budget experienced an inspired March and 
April to end the fiscal year in the black once again!  Income through 
April and the end of our fiscal year came in at $416,653.62.  Expenses 
came in much lower than anticipated at $414,785.43.  As a result, we 
end the year in the black with a surplus of $1,868.19.  
 In addition, the invitation to support the purchase of a confer-
ence car has been overwhelming.  We have received over $13,000 
so far.  Since the current vehicles have a combined 550,000 miles 
on them, the staff is looking forward to breaking in the new (to us) 
wheels around the vast geography of our conference. 
 We can’t express our appreciation enough.  Thank you! 
  — Stewardship Task Group

Central Plains Mennonite Conference
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