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Youth Escape 2018 
Weekend retreat gives youths a chance to ‘Choose Joy’ 
by Andrew Wind 
Cedar Falls Mennonite Church, Cedar Falls, Iowa
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“I have said these 
things to you so 
that my joy may 
be in you, and 
that your joy may 
be complete.” 
   — John 15:11

continued on page 2

 When thinking about how to 
embrace an attitude of joy, the 
persecution of early Anabaptists 
might be a challenging context for 
American Mennonites.
 But a group of young people 

from across Central Plains Conference spent an 
evening at Youth Escape 2018 inhabiting the lives 
of those spiritual ancestors through the game 
Persecution -- and hopefully learning about the 
source of their joy.
 The activity was one component of the July 
20-22 retreat at Hidden Acres Christian Center 
near Dayton, Iowa. 
 The theme of the weekend was “Choose 
Joy” based on Philippians 4:4-7, which exhorts 
believers to “rejoice in the Lord always” and 
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speaks of the transcendent peace of God. Youth 
Escape also set aside time each day for worship, 
reflection and recreational opportunities.
 Held every other summer when the 
Mennonite USA youth convention is not, this 
year’s retreat drew participants from Nebraska, 
Minnesota and Iowa. About 50 youths and adults 
attended.
 During Persecution, groups of youths fleeing 
adults playing their persecutors wandered the 
camp’s grounds after dark trying to avoid capture 
and “torture.” They also looked for a series of 
candle-lit “churches” where Anabaptist historical 
figures Conrad Grebel, Dirk Willems, Micheal 
Sattler, Pilgram Marpeck and Hans Denck could 
be found. They told the young people their stories, 
shared scripture and signed a sheet carried by 
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each group so organizers could determine the game’s winning team.
 A four-member band got people moving and singing during morning and evening worship services. It was led by 
John Murray, a lay leader at Third Way Church in Minneapolis, and included Zeke Becker, one of the youths attending the 
retreat. Josh Lundberg, a co-pastor at Kalona (Iowa) Mennonite Church, was the speaker.
 Lundberg focused on forgiveness, gratitude and service in his three messages. At each service, young adults from St. 
Paul Hmong Mennonite Church read the Bible passages he preached on and testified to situations in their lives connecting 
them to the text. 
 Following each worship service, paired-up youth groups met together to talk about and respond to the message. Groups 
also met shortly before bed for discussion and prayer centered around the Philippians passage.
 On Saturday, youths attended one of four breakout sessions before and after lunch. Topics included getting the right 
start on finances, incorporating coloring into prayerful and meditative reading of the scriptures, a teenager’s recent trip to 
Ecuador with Youth Venture, and the experiences of young Hmong Mennonite immigrants in the U.S.
 Of course, Youth Escape also included hours of free time where the only message was “have fun.” Foosball, ping pong, 
board games, basketball, carpetball, crafts, and more were offered at indoor and outdoor settings.  People could spend 
time at an indoor pool or at the camp’s lake as well. Swimming and boating options were available along with the blob, a 
large inflatable in the water that kids jumped onto and off of. A zip line and giant swing were made available to people for a 
limited period on Saturday.
 The weekend provided ample opportunity for youths (and the adults who joined them) to have fellowship with other 
Mennonites through worship, discussion and many activities. All of which are reasons to rejoice in the Lord.
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Youth Escape 2018

‘Choosing Joy’ when anxiety is dominating 
by Barb Tieszen, Christian Formation Committee

The joy of the 
Lord grows in 
us when we 

make it a habit 
to be forgiving, 
to be thankful, 
and to be of 
service to 
others.

 In less than 48 hours, July 20-22, “Youth 
Escape” gave 31 CPMC teens the privilege 
to discover more about how forgiveness, 
gratitude, and service are linked to living a 
joyful life as a follower of Jesus. The speaker, 
Pastor Josh Lundberg, brought his family 

along, so the actual age range of those registered was 18 
months to 62 years old. This gathering was a dynamic 
experience of the impact that consistent and constant 
witness has through the generations.  
 Each service included praise and worship music, 
personal testimonies from Hmong young adults and 
Josh’s scriptural teaching.  Afterward, the 
youth shared more intimately in smaller 
groups. Meaningful, open-ended questions 
were provided for them to reflect on. It was 
delightful to see sponsors, who had made it a 
priority to come with two or three, help these 
youth to connect with others. While the young 
people were in break-out sessions, the sponsors 
had opportunity to hear from each other. All 
agreed that one of the biggest challenges in 
youth ministry is the busy schedule that most 
teens have, even during the summer. 
 It was this hectic and competitive lifestyle 
that the Youth Escape planning team had 
wanted to address.  It is difficult to find joy when anxiety is 
dominating. Our theme became “Choose Joy.” Pastor Josh 
spoke about how our emotions of anger and bitterness 
prevent or block forgiveness. In regard to gratitude, he 
asked the youth to focus on what they do have versus 
what they might feel is a limitation. He assured them that 
each one has a talent to share in service to others, and 
emphasized how helping willingly in even a small way can 
make a big difference.  Josh underscored the importance of 
forming good habits that line up with the new way of living 
Jesus taught his followers. In language and illustrations 
appropriate for teens, Josh spoke of the joy that comes 
from being transformed. He explained that just as a loving 

father guides and guards his growing children, the teachings 
of Jesus are meant to show us how to live life to the fullest.  
A one-sentence summary of Josh’s messages would be:  The 
joy of the Lord grows in us when we make it a habit to be 
forgiving, to be thankful, and to be of service to others.
 At the campfire late Saturday night, Shana Peachy 
Boshart shared the benefits of forming good habits in 
another way.  She explained that the faith formation of 
Anabaptists is based on “a hermeneutic of obedience.” 
That is, we are transformed into the likeness of Christ as 
we consistently obey the teachings and follow the example 
of Jesus.  The campfire was a time set aside for reflection 

on what the youth experienced playing the 
game “Persecution.” They gained a deeper 
understanding of why and how the earliest 
Anabaptists were able to endure the severest of 
trials by exercising their faith.
 Several young adults from the Hmong 
church openly shared their own trials of faith in 
a contemporary context. During worship, and 
in break-out sessions, they demonstrated the 
humility involved in making one’s self vulnerable 
and modeled servant leadership for the teens. 
The youth heard their stories of separation from 
loved ones, adapting to another culture while 
maintaining their identity, and the necessity of 

forgiveness when there is misunderstanding.  The young 
Hmong men and women communicated the significance of 
remaining in relationship and fellowship.
 Young and old(er) alike made new friendships and 
connections at Youth Escape.  We shared serious discussions 
and light-hearted fellowship in dorm rooms and at the 
dining tables. We shared in small groups, in worship and 
play. We shared life in Christ together. May we continue on 
our faith journeys, encouraging others to choose joy—to 
keep choosing the fullness of life that following Jesus on the 
way offers.  Who knows what your constant and consistent 
witness will mean through the generations. 
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 Youth Escape was truly a testimony of God’s love and 
blessing for the youth in our congregation. It was the first 
time that young adults from our congregation were able to 
experience this wonderful event of worship, teaching, activities, 
and discussions that enrich the youth in their relationship with 
God. I want to thank Shana Peachey Boshart and the Youth 

Escape planning committee for their dedication and commitment to our 
youth in putting this escape together and for inviting us to lead a workshop 
on immigration. 
 This year Shana Peachey Boshart invited five young adults from our 
congregation, St. Paul Hmong Mennonite Church, to attend the Youth 
Escape held every two years. We decided to attend solely to connect with 
members in our conference.  We honestly didn’t know what to expect as we 
pulled into Hidden Acres Camp surrounded by cornfields. All we knew was 
that we were somewhere in Iowa and that our cellphones were switching 
back to 3G data. However, our natural feelings of anxiety and discomfort 
toward unfamiliarity were discarded the moment we met everyone. This is 
one graceful phenomenon that I love about our Mennonite community: the 
feeling of instant genuine hospitality. We felt right at home.   
 In the opening worship on Friday evening, everyone felt welcomed, 
joyful, and filled with the Holy Spirit through the music and performance 
by John Murray and the worship team. The feeling of joy continued through 
the next few days as everyone became more acquainted with each other and 
listened to inspiring sermons from our guest speaker, Josh Lundberg. The 
workshops, scripture reading, along with the small group discussions and 
evening prayers were all so supportive toward our youths’ spiritual growth 
and development in the Mennonite culture. 
 One of my favorite sessions was the group workshops. Our group 
led discussions on the challenges as an immigrant in this country while 
searching to find an identity that represents both our religious belief and 
cultural background. I was astonished by the amount of respect, awareness, 
and tenderness the youth in our discussions showed through the sharing of 
their experiences with immigrants. They were expressing their concerns and 
thoughts toward current political dilemmas and issues within our country 
and the Christian community with great composure and benevolence that 
it made me feel peace at heart. This experience was a testimony for what 
Mennonites stand for. 
 Our first experience at a youth escape was truly amazing. Along with 
the engaging activities and lessons, it was truly the people that made this 
experience so wonderful. Everyone was so kind and welcoming. There was 
not a single moment when we felt we were strangers, unappreciated, or 
unwanted by anyone. If there is one thing that I took from this experience, 
it would be that love and kindness will always be abundant within the 
Mennonite community, no matter where in the world, and that I am joyful 
and grateful of it. 

Youth Escape 2018

First time at Youth Escape 
by Pheng Vang 
St. Paul Hmong Mennonite Church, St. Paul, Minnesota
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 “Hey Mom,” I holler from the dining 
room table. She crosses the kitchen to come 
peer over my shoulder, answering me with, 
“What?”
  “Can I sign up for this thing?”
  “What is it?”, she asks.

  “Youth Venture.”
  That moment, sitting at our six-person table, changed 
my life forever. After a series of applications and interviews, 
I was accepted for the Ecuador 2018 Youth Venture team. 
  We leaped into action on the first full day in Quito, the 
capital city, by spending time with refugee families. After 
splitting up into three groups, we traveled to the homes of 
the families. The thirteen-member family that I visited from 
Colombia warmly welcomed us into their home. They told 
us their story about how they had to leave their Colombian 
home because of the drug cartels, and how one of their 
brothers was captured and they still don’t know if he’s alive 
or not. This really opened my eyes to the hardships refugees 
face. While it was hard for them to find jobs and take care 
of the family, they had so much thankfulness and joy. I don’t 
know if I would be able to be like them if my whole life was 
turned upside down. After we said our good-byes, a nine-
year-old boy from the family ran back to us with lollipops 
that he purchased to thank us for visiting his family. My 
heart swelled with humility because even though he didn’t 
have a lot, he still bought us lollipops to show how thankful 
he was.
  Over the course of a week, we spent a lot of time at 
Vida Juvenil, an after-school program run by the church. 
The excitement was evident on the kids faces as they saw 
a group of Americans come in. A few of the girls even 
grabbed my curly red hair because they had never seen 
anything like it before. They practiced their broken English 
skills, and we practiced our broken Spanish skills; it was a 
win-win situation. Towards the end of the week, the six of 
us came back to repaint the building a beautiful sky blue. 
The kids were ecstatic to see their school a new color.
  A week and a half flew past us, and before we knew 
it, we were hopping on the bus to go to the rainforest. 
Enduring five hours of snake-like roads that twisted and 
turned left us all feeling a little queasy, 
and we were 

Youth Venture: Ecuador

Going to Ecuador....  
by Shelby Conditt 
Cedar Falls Mennonite Church, Cedar Falls, Iowa 

In January of 2008, the children’s Sunday school classes at Cedar Falls Mennonite Church 
joined together for a MMN mission bank project to raise funds for building a Mennonite 
church in Quito, Ecuador. The preschool and elementary-age kids built a model church 
out of Legos, and for every $5 raised through donations and extra chores, another Lego 
person was set in the building. The youngsters raised $100.43 on their own, and gave 
a presentation to the congregation that February on their efforts and what they learned 
about Ecuador. Then-first-grader Shelby Conditt (at the elbow of the speaker) spoke about 
how God helps us find ways to love and care for others, including through prayer and our 
donations. Isn’t it amazing that 10 years later she was in Ecuador through MMN’s Youth 
Venture program, worshipping and staying in the now completed Quito Mennonite Church!  
Photo by Laurel Rudd

excited to stay overnight at a hotel on the outside of the 
rainforest. At the hotel we met Jane and Jerell Ross-Ritcher, 
who are teachers part of the year in Goshen, Indiana, and 
missionaries in the rainforest the other part. Jerrell led a 
little gathering to help us express our excitements and fears 
about going to the rainforest. We woke up nice and early the 
next morning to travel by boat to a village of the Cofán, an 
indigenous tribe. 
  The beautiful rainforest was full of vibrant greens 
and giant plants, nothing like I’ve ever seen in my native 
Iowa. Our few days there were all very similar, playing with 
kids and worshiping at the church, but it was still one of 
the highlights of the trip. The sense of community shone 
through all the children. I couldn’t even tell who the siblings 
were because they all looked out for each other and treated 
everyone the same. The best part for me was seeing the joy 
upon the kids’ faces as they worshipped in church. They 
outnumbered the adults in church by a lot, and it was easy 
to tell how happy they were to be there.
  Unfortunately, all good things must come to an end. 
Going to Ecuador was the best experience of my life, and I’m 
so thankful that God, through my church and family, gave 
me this opportunity. This trip reminded me that God works 
in our lives, and God is working through everyone around 
us. 
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Transitions
John Tyson was installed as pastor at Des 
Moines Mennonite Church, Des Moines, IA, 
on July 22, 2018.

Kent McDougal resigned as pastor at Christ 
Community Church, Des Moines, IA effective 
September 2, 2018.

Scott Roser accepted a call to serve as 
Interim Pastor at Zion Mennonite Church, 
Donnellson, IA, effective September 9, 2018.

Gene Miller accepted a call to serve as 
Interim Pastor at Christ Community Church, 
Des Moines, IA beginning September 9, 
2018.
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  “Montana – Assume Nothing” was printed on sweatshirts at the souvenir 
shop by Little Big Horn. Some of us bought them as a memento of our trip. I 
think that it’s a good practice, whenever entering new territory or a different cul-
ture, to assume nothing. It certainly was apropos for our trip to Lame Deer and 
Busby, Montana from June 30 to July 7, 2018.
 Four youth and four adults from Wayland Mennonite Church in Wayland, 
Iowa went on a week-long service trip to Lame Deer, Montana. After about six-
teen hours of driving we arrived at White River Cheyenne Mennonite Church in 
Busby.  Pastor Willis Busenitz and his wife, Nadine, were our hosts for the week 
and made us feel very welcome at the church. We worshipped Sunday morn-
ing and sang some hymns in the Cheyenne language.  Only about three hundred 
people speak this language today.
 The focus of our service was to help the community set up for summer camp. 
In addition to worship and faith formation, an important part of summer camp is 
to immerse Cheyenne youth in experiences of their culture and language.
 Each day we assisted Willis and his trusty sidekick, Jim, setting up a camp on 
the tribal land called “Crazy Head” outside of Lame Deer.  This involved getting 
equipment, trailers, and vehicles loaded each morning, then hauling it about a 
half an hour to the campsite to set up the camp. The land is beautiful and has a 
natural spring which runs constantly providing water for the campers and the 
wildlife in that area. You can drink directly from the spring without filtering the 
water. It is cold, clear and quite refreshing. What a great symbol of God’s living 
water that Jesus provides within us. (John 7:38)
 During the week we set up tents and teepees for the campers and erected a 
three hundred pound tarp to provide a roof for the main structure. We also dug 
pits for the outhouses, helped maneuver trailers into place, and loaded and un-
loaded many items for the camp. We also did mowing and trimming of the area.
 One of the most enjoyable parts of the trip was getting to know and working 
alongside new people. Each day three to four Native American youth and young 
adults worked with us. Getting to know new people, a new culture and a new 
community is a big reason why Pastor Willis prefers smaller groups, like ours, to 
come and serve. 
 On this trip I learned that my Cheyenne brothers and sisters are very kind, 
gentle and patient people. They have suffered much and continue to suffer in 
many ways and yet they are so gracious. So, if you go to serve, go with an open 
mind, an open heart, and assume nothing.

Leaders credentialed
Gloria Villatoro was ordained on August 4, 
2018 at Iglesia Torre Fuerte in Iowa City, IA.

Joel Beachy was ordained on August 5, 
2018 at East Union Mennonite Church in 
Kalona, IA.

Terri Churchill was licensed toward 
ordination on August 19, 2018 at Third Way 
Church in St. Paul, MN.

Montana: Assume Nothing 
by Bob Pusey, Wayland Mennonite Church, Wayland, Iowa 



7Scattered Seeds October 2018

Moderator 
Sid Burkey  402-761-2093 
sid@burkeyfarms.com 

Assistant Moderator 
Shawn Nolt  402-364-3493 
slnolt7@gmail.com

Office  
P.O. Box 101, Freeman, SD 57029 

Monica Clem, Office Manager  
605-929-3325  
office@centralplainsmc.org

Hispanic Ministries Coordinator  
Ramiro Hernandez  319-621-3725 
rmherns@yahoo.com  

Conference Ministers  
P.O. Box 352, Kalona, IA 52247 

David Boshart 319-936-5904 
davidboshart@centralplainsmc.org

Tim Detweiler 319-458-0224 
timdetweiler@centralplainsmc.org

The newsletter of Central Plains Mennonite Conference is published five times a year 
at Kalona, Iowa.  Editor: Shana Peachey Boshart. Copy Editor: Erin Ramer. Thanks to 
Mary Lou Farmer, Verna Zook for proofreading. 
E-mail: scatteredseeds@centralplainsmc.org. Telephone: 319-936-5905.
For the January issue, please send stories, news and photos by December 3, 2018 to 
the address above.  Please send subscription requests and changes of addresses to 
office@centralplainsmc.org. 
Graphic Design by Erin Ramer.  Printed by Kalona Graphics in USA
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All living pastors who have served Eicher Emmanuel Mennonite Church surround portrait of founding pastor, Benjamin 
Eicher. Left to right: Melvin Koehn, Herb Yoder, current pastor David Schooley, Robert Hartzler, and Larry Evers.

 Eicher Emmanuel Mennonite Church in Wayland, Iowa celebrated its ses-
quicentennial on June 30 and July 1. The celebration began with a video presen-
tation of the church’s history, “From hooks and eyes to iPhones”.  Afterward, an 
ice cream social was enjoyed by 150 guests. Sunday morning, July 1, began with 
coffee and rolls followed by the worship service. The theme for the sesquicenten-
nial “Honoring the past and celebrating the future” guided the service. Memo-
ries from Eicher’s past were presented at this service by former pastors: Melvin 
Koehn, Herb Yoder, Larry Evers, and Robert Hartzler. Conference minister, Tim 
Detweiler and current pastor, Dave Schooley, spoke on the theme of looking 
toward the church’s future. A noon pot luck meal for approximately 100 guests 
was provided by the Eicher congregation. At 2:00pm local historian Michael Zahs 
presented a group tour of the Eicher Church Cemetery. He provided information 
regarding the histories of cemeteries, burial customs and headstone symbol-
ism. Videos and pictures from the two day event are available for viewing on the 
Eicher Church Facebook page.  Join us for worship, as we celebrate the future, any 
Sunday at 10:30!

Eicher celebrates 150 years! 
by Dave Schooley, pastor Eicher Emmanuel Mennonite Church, Wayland, Iowa 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Ecuador Partnership meetings will take place November 16-20, 2018 in Ecuador.

Nebraska Women’s Retreat will take place March 1-3, 2019, in Aurora, Nebraska.

Annual Leaders Retreat will take place March 24-26, 2019, at 
 Swan Lake Christian Camp, Viborg, South Dakota.
Central Plains Annual Meeting will take place June 20-23, 2019, in southeast Iowa.
MennoCon ‘19 will take place July 2-6, 2019, in Kansas City, Missouri.

FINANCES
 The Central Plains income retreated back a little in July, but 
then posted a sizable gain in August with the help of a 20% tithe 
from the proceeds of the Northside Property Sale in Omaha of 
$24,083.20.  Income through August is at $152,631.92.  Meanwhile, 
expenses came in at $147,773.17.  As a result and with the help of 
the property sale tithe, we have created a surplus for the fiscal year 
$4,858.75.  We are very thankful for the continued support and invite 
you to consider Central plains in your prayers and future planning 
opportunities. — Stewardship Task Group
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