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Open the Book: Practical tips for leading Bible study
The title of each video is a phrase from Nehemiah 8, when Ezra read the Book of
the Law to the Israelites as they returned from exile.

1. Don’t Mourn or Weep: Goals and problems
focuses on the goal of Bible study and the role of the leader and covers common
problems we encounter in leading groups.

2. Listen Closely: Facilitating good discussion
focuses on the skills for leading a Bible study—managing the
time, asking questions, and keeping the group on track.

3. A Unified Purpose: Preparing to lead
gives guidance on how to prepare by doing some background
study, develop your theme, and write discussion questions.

The presenter is Keith Slater, who led our Fall 2017 Bible Study webinars. Keith is a
Sunday School teacher and member at West Union Mennonite Church, Parnell, lowa.
He has worked for SIL International as well as InterVarsity Christian Fellowship,
where he led Bible discussions for Christians and others. More recently, he has
taught biblical interpretation and Bible study principles to Sunday school.
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We have covenanted together as a conference to specific Christian
practices, including Bible study with each other, with our neighbors
and those we don’t yet know. These videos are designed to equip Bible
study leaders in our congregations.

Keith has summarized the tips we learned together in the Bible study
webinars and made them available for you to watch any time it suits
you! Find them at www.centralplainsmc.org/bible-study-videos.
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