Preschool through Grade Two BOOK LIST

The following titles have been carefully selected by educational professionals. New titles are
added every year. Grade categories are a guide; children may choose from any level according
to their interests and abilities.

Central Plains Mennonite Conference keeps a library of Shalom Readers books for check out by
Central Plains congregations. This library includes books that are out of print. Keep in mind that
only books that are still in print are available for reward books. Please note that a $15.00 fee will
be charged for each book that is borrowed from the Central Plains Shalom Readers Library and
not returned. This fee will be used to purchase replacement books.

*Books noted with an asterisk are out of print.

*Abuela’s Weave by Omar Castenada. Lee & Low Books, Inc., 1993. A girl and her grandmother
take their weaves to the marketplace.

A Crocodile for Aminata: A Story from Burkina Faso by Carol Shenk Bornman. Trafford
Publishing, 2004. The people in Aminata’s village work together to build a dam and eliminate
their long walks to get fresh water.

Adrian Simcox Does Not Have a Horse by Marcy Campbell, lllust. by Corinna Luyken, Dial, 2018.
Adrian tells anyone that will listen that he has a beautiful horse but Chloe does not believe him
because he lives in a tiny house and has holes in his shoes.

All Kinds of Children by Norma Simon. Albert Whitman & Co. 1999. Children all over the world
have many things in common including their need for food, clothes, people to love them and a
time to play.

All Things Bright & Beautiful by Cecil Frances Alexander. Ideals, 1992. A timeless message rings
anew in appreciation of God's creation.

Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman. Dial Books, 1991. What makes Grace so amazing? She'll
surprise you.

Amelia’s Road by Linda J. Altman. Lee & Low, 1993. A young migrant girl finds a permanent
home.

*Angel Child, Dragon Child by Michele Maria Surat. Raintree Publishers, 1983. A Vietnamese girl
is teased in her new American school by a boy who doesn’t know her story. They find a
magnificent way to be friends.

*The Animals’ Peace Day by Jan Wahl. New York, Crown: 1970 (Outstanding lllustrations). The
animals gather for a peace day and dinner, and in no time, they get entangled in a quarrel.
When fighting ends, they say they will try again tomorrow.



*Apples for Immigrants by Lois Thieszen Preheim. Blue River Publishing, 1999. The lessons of
sharing with a new Mennonite immigrant group over 100 years ago prompt sharing again.

*Are You My Friend? By Janice Derby. Herald Press, 1993. A child notices how much people are
alike aside from the way they look.

Be Kind by Pat Zietlow Miller, lllust. by Jen Hill, Roaring Brook Press, 2018. When Tanisha spills
grape juice all over herself it causes a classmate to begin thinking about how to show kindness
in all sorts of situations.

Beatrice’s Goat by Page McBrier. Atheneum, c2001. A young girl’s dream of attending school in
her small Ugandan village is fulfilled after her family is given an income-producing goat. Based
on a true story about the work of Heifer Project.

Bein’ with You This Way by W. Nikola-Lisa; ill. by Michael Bryant. Lee & Low Books, 1994. A lively
rap poem about human differences and similarities.

Best of All by Max Lucado. lllustrated by Sergio Martinez. Crossway Books Good News Publishers
2003. In a village where everyone has been carved from wood, an uppity Miss Bess Stovall
claims her maple “ancestree” is superior until the day a shunned willow fellow saves her life.

*Bully Bill by Joy Birky. Herald Press, c2007. Bully Bill is like all bullies in the world: he thinks that
because he can fight, he can get his own way. But when he meets another boy who makes
friends by helping others, Bill becomes curious about how this happens. When Hal introduces
Jesus and the Golden Rule to Bill, things begin to change for the better.

*Castle on Viola Street by DyAnne Disalvo. Harper Collins, 2001. When a young boy hears about
an organization that turns abandoned houses into homes, he discovers that his “castle” is on
Viola Street.

Cats in Krasinski Square by Karen Hesse. lllustrated by Wendy Watson. Scholastic, Inc. c2004.

The cats in Krasinski Square once belonged to someone...And so did a young girl, whose family
has been destroyed by war. Even as she and her sister struggle to survive amid the war’s chaos,
they risk their lives on a plan to help those still trapped behind Warsaw’s infamous Ghetto wall.

Cheyenne Again by Eve Bunting, illustrated by Irving Toddy c. 1995, 2002 by HMH Books for
Young Readers. A boy named Young Bull is taken from his parents and sent to boarding school,
where he struggles to hold on to his Cheyenne heritage even as he must learn the white man’s
ways.

*Chinese Eyes by Marjorie An Waybill. Herald Press, 1974. Schoolmates tease a young girl about
her eyes but she learns from her mother how great her eyes are.

*The Color of Home by Mary Hoffman. Phyllis Fogelman Books, 2002. Hasson, feeling homesick
after being forced to flee war-torn Somalia, paints a picture at school that shows his old home in
Africa as well as the reason his family had to leave.



*The Cornhusk Doll by Eveyln Minsull. Herald Press, 1987. A white pioneer girl tries to befriend
the daughter of an Indian man injured in the family’s bear trap.

Cookies: bite-size life lessons by Amy Krouse Rosenthal; illustrated by Jane Dyer. HarperCollins,
2006. Cookies is a new kind of dictionary, one that defines mysteries such as “fair” and “unfair”
and what it really means to “cooperate.”

*Cups Held Out by Judith Roth. Herald Press, 2006. A young girl and her father cross the border
into Mexico where the child encounters poverty for the first time. Together, she and her dad
consider what they can do to help.

The Crayon Box that Talked by Shane DeRolf; illustrated by Michael Letzig. Random House 1997.
Although they are many different colors, the crayons in a box discover that when they get
together, they can appreciate each other and make a complete picture.

The Curious Garden by Peter Brown, Little Brown & Company, c2009. Liam can be spotted on
each page as he teaches himself to garden and his city becomes more vibrantly colorful.

*Doorway to the World by Ronald Kidd. Habitat for Humanity, 1996. Ben dreams he is flying on
a door to many homes in different parts of the world and helping to build homes.

Do Unto Otters: A Book About Manners by Laurie Keller. Henry Holt, 2007. Mr. Rabbit worries
about getting along with his new neighbors, who are otters, until he is reminded of the Golden
Rule.

Douglas, You’re a Genius! by Ged Adamson Author and lllust., Schwartz & Wade, 2018. Nancy
has several hilarious plans for Douglas to get their ball back after it disappears through the
fence but Douglas comes up with a genius plan that works.

Each Kindness-by Jacqueline Woodson, ill. by E. B. Lewis, Nancy Paulsen Books, 2012. Chloe
realizes she missed out on the opportunity for a friendship with new girl Maya.

Effie’s Image by N. L. Sharp; ill. by Dorothia Rohner. Prairieland Press, 2005. Through the love
and acceptance of children, an elderly woman finds new meaning for her life.

Enemy Pie by Derek Munson. Chronicle Books, 2000. Hoping that the enemy pie which his
father makes will help him get rid of his enemy, a young boy finds that instead it helps him make
a new friend.

Everybody Cooks Rice by Norah Dooley. Carolorhada Books, 1991. A girl goes to find her brother
and ends up in different households, each cooking rice in different ways.

*Faith the Cow by Susan Bame Hoover. Brethren Press, 1995. The story of how Heifer Project
began.



Families are Different by Nina Pellegrini. Holiday House, 1991. Nico, an adopted Korean girl,
realizes how different families can be and what makes each special.

*A Farm Boy’s Year by David McPhail. Athenaeum, 1992. A boy’s life on a New England farm in
the 1800’s as glimpsed throughout the year.

Feathers and Fools: A Modern Fable by Mem Fox. Harcourt Brace, 1996. The mistrust of the
swans and peacocks leads to a terrible fight but there is hope in the young who haven't learned
to hate each other.

The First Strawberries: A Cherokee Story retold by Joseph Bruchac. Penguin Young Readers
Group 1998. This legend explains the origins of strawberries, grown by the sun to help the first
man and woman patch a quarrel.

*The Folks in the Valley—a Pennsylvania Dutch ABC by Jim Aylesworth. Harper Collins, 1994. A
Pennsylvania Dutch Alphabet book about the people and activities of a Pennsylvania Dutch
settlement in a rural valley.

Four Feet, Two Sandals by Karen Williams. Eerdmans, c2007. Two young Afghani girls living in a
refugee camp in Pakistan share a precious pair of sandals brought by relief workers.

The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein. Harper & Row, 1964. A boy and a tree are friends.

Good Rosie by Kate DiCamillo; illustrated by Harry Bliss. Candlewick, c2018. Rosie learns to make
friends in the comic book panels of this book.

The Great Kapok Tree: A Tale of the Amazon Rain Forest by Lynne Cherry. Harcourt Brace, c1990.
The many different animals that live in a great kapok tree in the Brazilian rain forest try to
convince a man with an ax of the importance of not cutting down their home.

Growing Vegetable Soup by Lois Ehlert. Harcourt Brace, 1987. Father and child share the simple
joy of planting, watering and watching seeds grow in the family garden.

Henry and the Kite Dragon by Bruce Edward Hall; illustrated by William Low. Philomel Books,
2004. In a story based on real events in New York’s Chinatown in the 1920's, children from Little
Italy keep demolishing Grandfather Chin’s magnificent kites. After Henry Chu and his friends
discover why, the children negotiate a satisfying resolution for their problem.

Hike by Pete Oswald, Candlewick Press, 2020. In this wordless picture book, a dad and child
wake early to hike in the mountains, where they become closer while experiencing the joys and

challenges of nature and help preserve its wonders.

How Full Is Your Bucket? For Kids by Tom Rath and Mary Reckmeyer. Gallup Press, 2009. A little
boy named Felix learns that being kind to others not only helps them, but him as well.

How to Apologize by David LaRochelle, Ill. by Mike Wohanoutka, Candlewick Press, 2021. A



humorous guidebook to when, where, why, how, and how not to apologize.

1 Sing for the Animals by Paul Goble. Bradbury Press, 1991. Reflections on how all things in
nature relate to their Creator.

If You Plant a Seed by Kadir Nelson c. 2015 Balzer & Bray. With spare text and breathtaking oil
paintings, this story demonstrates not only the process of planting and growing for young
children but also how a seed of kindness can bear sweet fruit.

I Know A Lady by Charlotte Zolotow. Puffin, 1986. A child describes the many things she enjoys
about her elderly neighbor.

In the Trunk of Grandma’s Car: The Story of Edna Ruth Byler and Ten Thousand Villages by
Donna J. Stoltzfus. Masthof Press, 2014. (Available at Mastof Press.com) The true story of Edna
Ruth Byler and her trip to Puerto Rico in 1946, where she met women who struggled to find
employment so they could feed their families. Her humble efforts to help the women by selling
their hand-crafted items grew to become Ten Thousand Villages, a fair-trade company that
markets hand crafted items from all around the world.

Invisible Boy by Trudy Ludwig; illustrated by Patrice Barton. Random House Children’s Books,
€.2013. Brian Meet Brian, the invisible boy. Nobody ever seems to notice him or think to include
him in their group, game, or birthday party . . .until, that is, a new kid comes to class. When
Justin, the new boy, arrives, Brian is the first to make him feel welcome. And when and Justin
team up to work on a class project together, Brian finds a way to shine.

*It’s George by Miriam Cohen. Greenwillow, 1988. George’s classmates make fun of him until
they have a surprise.

It's Mine! a Fable by Leo Lionni. Alfred K. Knopf, 1985. It's better to share.

| Walk with Vanessa: A Story About a Simple Act of Kindness by Kerascoet. Schwartz & Wade ¢
2018. A single act of kindness leads to a community of upstanders in this wordless picture book.

Jamaica's Find by Juanita Havill. Houghton Mifflin, 1987. A girl finds a stuffed dog in the park
and decides to take it home.

*Just Like Us by Hiaroyn Oram. MorehouseABarlow, 1987. Billy lives on one side of a wall and
the other side is forbidden. What is the surprise on the other side?

The Kindness Quilt by Nancy Wallace. M. Cavendish Children, c2006. Minna does a lot of
thinking about her project to do something kind, make a picture about what she did, and share
it with her classmates, but finally comes up with an idea that spreads to the whole school.

Lailah’s Lunchbox: A Ramadan Story by Reem Farugi. lllustrated by Lea Lyon. Tilbury House
Publishers, 2015. Lailah is excited to finally be old enough to fast for Ramadan but worried that
her new classmates in her new school and new country won’t understand why she is doing it.



Last Stop on Market Street by Matt De La Pena; illustrated by Christian Robinson. Putman’s
€2015. A young boy, CJ, rides the bus across town with his grandmother and learns to
appreciate the beauty in everyday things.

*The Legend of the Valentine by Katherine Grace Bond; illustrated by Don Tate. Zonderkidz2001.
On Valentines Day during the sixties, Marcus, an African-American boy in a newly integrated
school, used St. Valentine as a role model to heal the hate in his classroom.

Let's Be Enemies by Janice May Udry. Harper Collins, 1961. Two friends experience the
happiness but also unexpected difficulties that go with a friendship relationship.

*Let’s Make a Garden by Tamara Awad Lobe. Herald Press, 1995. Children from many different
cultures work together.

A Light to Share by Natalie Frisk, ill by Marie Diaz Perera, Herald Press, 2025. The stories of 12
Jesus followers and how they shared their love with others and changed the world.

Listen to the Wind: The Story of Dr. Greg and the Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson. Dial,
2009. Tells the story of Dr. Greg Mortenson's promise to build a school in a remote Himalayan
village after the villagers saved his life.

Little Blue Truck and Little Blue Truck Leads the Way by Alice Schertle, lllust. by Jill McEImurry,
Harcourt Children’s Books, 2008, 2009. Old favorites that show in rhyming text how a helping
hand from a friend or taking turns can get us out of sticky situations

Maddi’s Fridge by Lois Brandt; illustrated by Vin Vogel. Flashlight Press, 2014. Maddi’s fridge is
almost empty, while Sophia’s is full of food. How can Sophia help her friend Maddi without
breaking her promise not to tell anyone?

*Make Someone Smile, and 40 More Ways to Be a Peaceful Person by Judy Lalli. Free Spirit
Publishing, 1996. A collection of photographs (with words) of children modeling the skills of
peacemaking and conflict resolution.

Marisol McDonald Doesn’t Match / Marisol McDonald no Combina by Monica Brown; illustrated
by Sara Palacius. Lee and Low, 2011. Marisol McDonald, a biracial, nonconformist, soccer-
playing pirate-princess with brown skin and red hair, celebrates her uniqueness.

Migrant by Maxine Trottier. Groundwood Books, c2011. Anna belongs to a group of Mennonites
who moved to Mexico in the 1920s, but still migrate to Canada annually to labor in the fields.
She wonders what it would be like to be a tree with deep roots as opposed to a feather in the
wind.

Milo and the Magic Stone by Mark Pfister. Scholastic, 1995. A story with two endings. One
shows the consequences of the failure to care for the earth and others, the other ending shows
the reward of giving and sharing.



*Mly Favorite Place by Susan Sargent and Donna Aaron Wirt. Abingdon Press, 1987. A blind child
describes a trip to the seashore telling of the sounds, smells, tastes, and other wonderful things
to be found.

*Nicholas, Where Have You Been? By Leo Lionni. Knopf 1987. A mouse is caught up in the claws
of a huge bird and carried into the sky. how does he get the berries he was hoping to find?

Nobody Hugs a Cactus-by Carter Goodrich Author and lllust., Simon and Schuster, 2019. Hank,
the cranky cacti doesn’t like noise, rowdiness or hugs. Or does he?

*Not So Fast, Songolo by Niki Daly. Theneum, 1985. A young village boy helps his grandmother
do errands in the big city and is surprised in the end.

Odd Velvet by Mary Whitcomb. Chronicle Books, 1998. Although she dresses differently from
the other girls and does things which are unusual, Velvet eventually teaches her classmates that
even an “outsider” has something to offer.

Old Turtle by Douglas Wood. Pfeifer Hamilton, 1991. A wise old turtle reminds all the earth
creatures, plants, and people that God is in everything.

On Meadowview Street by Henry Cole. Greenwillow Books, 2007. Upon moving to a new house,
a young girl and her parents encourage wildflowers to grow and birds and animals to stay in
their yard, which soon has the whole suburban street living up to its name.

One Green Apple by Eve Bunting. Clarion, 2006. What does it feel like to be different and alone?
We learn that each person has something unique to contribute to the good of all.

One Smile by Cynthia McKinley; illustrated by Mary Gregg Byrne. Illumination 2002. When a
child smiles at a stranger, she sets off a chain of kindness that eventually comes full circle.

The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson. GP Putnam's Sons, 2001. Two girls are forbidden to play
with each other on the other side of the fence. They become friends anyway while sitting on the
fence and talking.

A Pair of Red Clogs by Masako Matsuno. Purple House Press, 2002. (Reissue from 1981) A child’s
delight in a new pair of shoes is the same all over the world, whether the shoes are patent
leather sandals, deerskin moccasins, or wooden clogs.

Peace Begins With You by Katherine Scholes. Sierra Club Books/Little Brown, 1989. Poetic style
of prose describes the many feelings and conditions of peace and the absence of peace.

The Peace Book by Todd Parr. Little Brown, 2004. Each page shows a different definition of
peace.



Peace Week in Miss Fox’s Class by Eileen Spinelli. Albert Whitman & Company, 2009. For “Peace
Week”, the animals in Miss Fox’s class find ways to be peaceful instead of squabbling with each
other.

Perfect by Waka T Brown, ill by Yuko Jones, Quill Tree books, 2024. Miki demands that
everything in her life be perfect so when she drops her favorite tea cup can she ever use it
again?

Peter's Chair by Ezra Jack Keats. Harper Collins, 1967. There is a new baby in the family and
Peter needs to make adjustments.

*Planting Seeds by Patricia Quinlan. Annick Press Ltd., 1988. Parents explain that, like children,
countries need to cooperate instead of fight.

*Potatoes, Potatoes by Anita Lobel. Harper & Row, 1967. An old woman had a potato farm and
two sons. One son joined the army of the East. The other son joined the army of the West. Find
out what happened when the army met in front of the potato farm.

*Praying With Our Feet by Lisa D. Weaver, illustrated by Ingrid Hess. A group of friends go on a
special walk to remind their neighbors that war does not bring peace in our world. They are
praying with their feet, walking with the God of Peace.

The Quarreling Book by Charlotte Zolotow. Harper Collins, 1982. The reality and challenge of
facing everyday encounters in story form.
The Rag Coat by Lauren Mills. Little Brown & Co., 1991. Minna wears her new coat to school,
where she receives interesting responses.

Rainbow Fish and the Big Blue Whale by Marcus Pfister. North-South Books, 1998. The fish with
jagged fins wonders about the big blue whale. “Look out!” he warns. How do they find a way to
make peace?

*Raising Yoder’s Barn by Jane Yolen; illustrated by Bernie Fuchs. Little Brown, 2002. An Amish
community comes together to help when a family is in need.

Room for Everyone by Naaz Khan, lll. Merce Lopez, Caitlyn Dlouhy Books, 2021. In this
rhyming counting book set in Zanzibar, the driver of the daladala (bus) extends kindness to
everyone he meets.

*Rose for Abby by Donna Guthrie. Abingdon Press, 1988. Abby asks herself the question, “Why
are people hungry, cold and living in the streets?” Then she knows what she must do and she
does it.

Say Something by Peggy Moss; ill. by Lea Lyon. Tilbury House, 2004. A child who never says
anything when other children are being teased or bullied finds herself in their position one day
when jokes are made at her expense and no one speaks up.



Say Something by Peter H. Reynolds, Orchard Books, 2019. Encourages children (people) to find
their voices and use them to make the world a better place.

The Seagoing Cowboy by Peggy Reiff Miller, Illustrated by Claire Ewart. Brethren Press, 2016.
Tells the story of young men who cared for farm animals as they traveled to Europe where the
animals were then given to European families after the war.

Sensing Peace-by Suzana E. Yoder, ill. by Rachel Hoffman-Bayles, Herald Press, 2010. Children
are encouraged to see what peace looks, sounds, feels, smells, and tastes like in their everyday
moments.

Seven Brave Women by Betsy Hearne. Greenwillow, 1997. A young girl tells a short story about
the adventures of seven of her female ancestors including one who is a Mennonite.

Silent Music: A Story of Baghdad by James Rumford. Roaring Book Press, 2008. As bombs and
missiles fall on Baghdad in 2003, a young boy uses the art of calligraphy to distance himself
from the horror of war.

The Skin You Live In by Michael Tyler. Chicago Children’s Museum, 2005. A rhyming verse that
looks at human diversity by focusing on skin.

Snow in Jerusalem by Deborah da Costa. Albert Whitman & Company 2001. Although they live
in different quarters in Jerusalem, a Jewish boy and a Muslim boy are surprised to discover they
have been caring for the same stray cat.

Somewhere Today: A Book of Peace by Shelley Moore Thomas. Albert Whitman & Co., 1998.
This book gives examples of ways in which people bring about peace by doing things to help and
care for one another and their world.

The Spelling Window by Dawn L. Watkins. Bob Jones University Press, 1993. Shelly doesn't like
her deaf neighbor Seth's loud voice and exuberance the way her sister Kathy does, until a field
trip and an emergency help her to better understand his feelings.

The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles. Scholastic, 1995. The story of six-year-old Ruby's
faith and courage in 1960 as the first black child to attend an all-white elementary school in
New Orleans.

The Story of Ferdinand by Monro Leaf. Viking Press, 1936. A bull would rather sit and smell the
flowers than be a vicious bull for a matador in a bull fight.

*The Sun and the Wind: An Aesop Fable retold by Cornelia Lehn. Faith & Life Press, 1983. Who is
stronger, the sun or the wind?

Tap-Tap by Karen Lynn Williams: Clarion, 1995. A young Haitian girl is finally old enough to help
her mother carry baskets of fruit to market and is rewarded with a ride on a “tap-tap”, a brightly
painted truck/taxi.



Ten Beautiful Things-by Molly Beth Griffin, lllust. by Marilbel Lechuga, Charlesbridge, 2021. Lily
and her grandmother search for 10 beautiful things as they take a long car ride to Lily’s new
home with Gran, finding beauty in ordinary things.

Ten Little Fingers and Ten Little Toes-by Mem Fox, lllust. by Helen Oxenbury, Walker Books, 2009.
A lovely rhyme about babies the world over who all have ten little fingers and ten little toes.

Thank You, Omu! Oge Mora, Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 2018. Omu, (Grandma)
gives away bowls of soup until there is none left for her own supper, but the community returns
to share with her.

*Thank You World by Alice McGinty; illustrated by Wendy Halperin. Dial, 2007. Children from
eight different countries celebrate the common joys of childhood, with illustrations that show
how each boy and girl experiences sunshine, clouds, swings, and a mother’s love.

This Is the Way We Go To School by Edith Baer. Scholastic, 1990. How do children around the
world go to school? In many ways!

This Little Light of Mine ill. by E. B. Lewis. Simon and Schuster, 2005. An illustrated version of the
traditional song about letting one's light shine. Illustrations show how one boy becomes a
shining light in his own neighborhood.

Tomas and the Library Lady by Pat Mora. Random House, 1997. A young migrant worker boy is
befriended by a small-town librarian and discovers the joy of books the summer he is in the
area.

Too Many Carrots by Katy Hudson. Capstone c2016. Rabbit has lots of carrots, and he attempts
to take them with him when he moves in with friends — until he realizes that the best thing to
do is share his carrots with all his friends.

*Trouble by Jane Kurtz. Harcourt Brace, 1997. The father of a young goatherd makes him a
gebeta board in hopes of keeping him out of trouble, but he finds adventure anyway.

The Two of Them by Aliki. Greenwillow Books, 1979. The relationship between a grandfather
and a granddaughter are described.

*Two Sides of the River by David Crippen. Abingdon Press, 1976. The author, who lives in Kenya,
tells the story of two feuding Kenyan families who live on opposite sides of a river and must
come to terms with the meaning of brotherhood.

Walk in Peace by Ingrid Hess. Herald Press, 2009. This book depicts children from all over the
world engaged in various activities, each ending with a prayer for God’s protection and a
reminder to walk in peace.



Wake Up, Bertha Bear by Chad Mason. Down East Books, 2006. The animals of the forest hatch
a plan to help a lost cub who has become separated from his mother.

Wanagari's Trees of Peace: A True Story from Africa by Jeanette Winter. Harcourt, 2008. Tells the
story of Wangari Maathai, a Nobel Prize-winning environmentalist who, shocked to see entire
forests being cut down in her native country of Kenya, decides to take action, beginning with
the planting of nine seedlings in her own backyard.

The War Between the Vowels and the Consonants by Priscilla Turner. Farrar Straus Giroux, 1996.
In the hidden life of letters, enemies become friends and discover that the pen really is mightier
than the sword.

Watercress by Andrea Wang, lllust. by Jason Chin, Neal Porter Books, 2021. Based on the
author’s own memories of being the child of Chinese immigrant parents she recalls her
resistance to stopping the family car to pick watercress in a roadside ditch believing that “free is
bad” until her mother shares a story from her past.

We Can Get Along; A Child's Book of Choices by Lauren Murphy Payne. Free Spirit Publishing,
1997. The simple text describes how it feels when people get along well together and when
they do not. It explains that one has control over how one reacts in both kinds of situations.

We Planted a Tree by Diane Muldrow; illustrated by Bob Staake. Golden Books, 2010. Two young
families in two very different parts of the world plant a tree. As the trees flourish, so do the
families...while trees all over the world help clean the air, enrich the soil, and give fruit and
shade.

We Share One World by Jane Hoffelt; illustrated by Marty Husted. [llumination 2006. A young
boy dreams of world peace as he realizes that people everywhere are really the same.

The Wednesday Surprise by Eve Bunting; illustrated by Donald Carrick. Houghton Mifflin 1989.
Anna and Grandma are planning a surprise for Dad’s birthday. Dad thinks he has received all his
presents, but Grandma stands up and gives him the best one of all: she reads aloud the stories
that Anna has taught her.

What Does It Mean To Be Global by Rana DiOrio; illustrated by Chris Hill. Source Books Little
Pickle Press c. 2009. Can you say "hello" in nine languages? You can! Join children from around
the world as they play, sing, and travel, trying all types of food and experiencing other
traditions. Living respectfully and peacefully with one another, they celebrate diversity, see how
their actions affect another person's experience, and come to understand that being global
means being a citizen of the world.

What Does Peace Feel Like? by V. Radunsky. Atheneum, 2004. Portrays what peace looks,
sounds, tastes, smells, and feels like to children around the world.

*What I Like by Catherine & Lawrence Anholt. Putnames, 1991. Children share likes and dislikes
and discover they feel the same.



What if the Zebras Lost Their Stripes by John Reitano. Paulist Press, 1998. Would zebras stop
being friends and fight each other if they lost their stripes and became different from each
other?

When Beavers Flew by Kristen Tracy, ill by Luisa Uribe, Random House, 2024. In 1948 McCall,
Idaho had a beaver problem-too many of them. What could they do? Non-fiction

When Charlie Met Emma by Amy Webb. Illustrated by Merrilee Liddiard. Beaming Books, 2019.
Charlie and Emma, a girl in a wheelchair, meet at the playground and discover differences are
great.

When God Made You by Matthew Paul Turner, ill. by David Catrow, Convergent Books, 2017.
“God was thinking of you long before your debut.”

Where's Chimpy? by Bernice Rabe. Albert Whitman, 1988. A little girl and her father search for a
lost stuffed monkey.

The Whispering Town by Jennifer Elvgren, illustrator Fabio Santomauro, c. 2014 by Kar-Ben
Publishing. The dramatic story of Anett and her parents living in a small Danish fishing village
who, during the Holocaust, shelter a Jewish family in their cellar until they can be ferried to
safety in Sweden.

Whoever You Are by Mem Fox. Harcourt Brace, 1997. Although there are many differences
between people throughout the world, there are similarities that join us together such as pain,
joy and love.

Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge by Mem Fox. Kane Miller, 1985. A young boy befriends
residents in a nursing home and helps one find her memories.

*You Are Not My Best Friend Anymore by Charlotte Pomerantz. Dial Books, 1998. Best friends
Molly and Ben share everything until their big fight. Then they find a way to work out their
difference.

You Are Special by Max Lucado. Crossway c1997. Eli the woodcarver helps Punchinello
understand how special he is — no matter what other Wemmicks may think.



