Shalom Readers: Grades Three through Five

The following titles have been carefully selected by educational professionals. New titles are
added every year. Grade categories are a guide; children may choose from any level according
to their interests and abilities.

Central Plains Mennonite Conference keeps a library of Shalom Readers books for check out by
Central Plains congregations. This library includes books that are out of print. Keep in mind that
only books that are still in print are available for reward books. Please note that a $15.00 fee will
be charged for each book that is borrowed from the Central Plains Shalom Readers Library and
not returned. This fee will be used to purchase replacement books.

*Books noted with an asterisk are out of print.

Abby Takes a Stand by Patricia McKissack; ill. by Gordan C. James. Viking, 2005. A grandmother
recalls for her grandchildren what happened in 1960 in Nashville, Tennessee, when at the age of
ten she passed out flyers while her cousin and other adults held peaceful protests to end
segregation.

Act by Kayla Miller, HMH Books for Young Readers, 2020. In this graphic novel, when Olive finds
out that a school policy is keeping some kids from going on the class field trip, she decides to
act, and runs for office in the student council. Do students have the power to make a
difference? Book includes a list of groups that brought about change by peaceful protests
throughout history.

Ada’s Violin: The Story of the Recycled Orchestra of Paraguay by Susan Hood; illustrated by Sally
Wern Comport. Simon & Shuster Books for Young Readers, c2016. The true story of an
orchestra made up of children who play instruments made of recycled trash.

An Angel for Solomon Singer by Cynthia Rylant. Orchard Books, 1992. A sensitive treatment of
loneliness.

Baseball Saved Us by Ken Mochizuki. Lee & Low Books, NY 1993. A Japanese-American boy in an
internment camp during WW Il learns to funnel his anger into a baseball game.

Because of Mr. Terupt by Rob Buyea. Delacorte Press, 2010. Seven fifth-graders at Snow Hill
School in Connecticut relate how their lives are changed for the better by “rookie teacher” Mr.
Terupt.

*The Bedford Adventure by Murial Leeson. Herald Press, 1987. While on vacation in England,
Pete Murray learns personal lessons from the long dead John Bunyan, the author of the
Pilgrim’s Progress.



*The Big Book for Peace by various authors and illustrators. Dutton, 1990. Filled with stories,
pictures, poems and even a song, this is a book about many kinds of peace. Funny, fanciful,
serious and moving. It will be enjoyed by readers of all ages.

The Blossoming Universe of Violet Diamond by Brenda Woods. Penguin, c2015. A biracial girl
finally gets to meet the African American side of her family.

Bringing Back the Wolves: How a Predator Restored an Ecosystem by Jude Isabella, Illust. by Kim
Smith, Kids Can Press, 2020, nonfiction. The book tells how so many things in Yellowstone
National Park changed after 1926 with the removal of the last of the wolves and how the
reintroduction of wolves in 1995 is restoring its ecosystem.

Brothers in Hope: The Story of the Lost Boys of Sudan by Mary Williams. Lee and Low Books, Inc.
2005. A young boy unites with thousands of other orphaned boys to walk to safety to a refugee
camp in another country after war destroys their villages in southern Sudan. Based on actual
events.

The Bracelet by Yoshiko Uchida. Philomel Books, NY, 1976. A Japanese-American girl remembers
her friends as she leaves home to live in an internment camp during WW II.

*The Bully of Barkham Street by Mary Stolz. Harper and Row, 1963. School bully Martin
struggles with his reputation—wanting to change but not knowing how.

The Butter Battle Book by Dr. Suess. Random House, 1984. Engaged in a long-running battle, the
Yooks and the Zooks develop more and more sophisticated weaponry as they attempt to outdo
each other.

The Butterfly by Patricia Polacco. Philomel, 2000. During the Nazi occupation of France, a French
girl discovers that a young Jewish girl has been hiding in her cellar.

*Cecil’s Story by George Ella Lyon. Orchard Books, NY, 1991. A young farm boy faces his fears as
his father goes to fight in the Civil War.

Chicken Sunday by Patricia Polacco. Philomel Books, 1992. A Jewish girl and two African-
American friends win over a shopkeeper and get a sunbonnet for the boys’ grandmother.

Christmas Menorahs: How a Town Fought Hate by Janice Cohn. Albert Whitman & Co, 1995.
Two families; one Jewish, one Christian; and a community resolve to stand together against hate
filled actions in their community. The story is based on real events in Billings, Montana in 1993.

*Coals of Fire by Elizabeth Hershberger Bauman. Herald Press, 1954. Seventeen stories from
various geographic locations and religions in which people overcame evil with good.

Copycat: Nature Inspired Design Around the World by Christy Hale Author and Illust., Lee & Low
Books, 2022, nonfiction. lllustrations and photography show how inventors and designers use



nature to inspire innovation in new products and technologies. Accompanying narrative written
in poetry form called Tanka.

*Crossing Bok Chitto: A Choctaw Tale of Friendship and Freedom by Jim Tingle. Cingo Puntos
Press, c2006. In the 1800’s, a Choctaw girl becomes friends with a slave boy from a plantation
across the great river, and when she learns that his family is in trouble, she helps them cross to
freedom.

Dad, Jackie, and Me by Myron Uhlberg. Peachtree, 2005. In Brooklyn, New York, in 1947, a boy
learns about discrimination and tolerance as he and his deaf father share their enthusiasm over
baseball and the Dodgers' first baseman, Jackie Robinson.

*Dad, Why’d You Leave Me? by Dorothy Fast. Herald Press, 1992. When Ronnie’s father dies, he
is confused and lonely, and he slowly learns to cope.

El Deafo by Cece Bell. Harry N. Abrams, c2014. In this graphic novel, the author recounts her
experiences with hearing loss at a young age, including a bulky hearing aid, learning how to lip
read, and determining her “superpower.”

Erika’s Story by Ruth Vander Zeg, ill. by Roberto Innocenti, Creative Editions, 2003. A Jewish
woman tells how as an infant, her mother spared her from the horrors of the holocaust.

*Desmond Tutu: Bishop of Peace by Carol Greene. Children’s Press, 1986. A picture story
biography about a great South African anti-apartheid leader.

Every Last Drop: Bringing Clean Water Home by Michelle Mulder. Orca Book Publishers c2014 -
In the developed world, if you want a drink of water, you just turn on a tap or open a bottle. But
for millions of families worldwide, finding clean water is a daily challenge, and kids are often the
ones responsible for carrying water to their homes. Every Last Drop looks at why the world’s
water resources are at risk and how communities around the world are finding innovative ways
to quench their thirst and water their crops. Maybe you’re not ready to drink fog, as they do in
Chile, or use water made from treated sewage, but you can get a low-flush toilet, plant a tree,
protect a wetland or just take shorter showers. Every last drop counts!

Extra Credit by Andrew Clements. Atheneum, c2009. Three young middle-school-age children,
Abby, Amira, and Sadeed, exchange letters back and forth between the prairies of lllinois and
the mountains of Afghanistan and begin to bridge a gap across cultural and religious divides.

Fire on the Mountain by Jane Kurtz. Simon & Schuster, 1994. A clever young shepherd boy uses
his wits to gain a fortune for himself and his sister from a boastful rich man.

14 Cows for America by Carmen Agra Deedy; illustrated by Thomas Gonzalez. Peachtree, 2009.
Presents an illustrated tale of a gift of fourteen cows given by the Masai people of Kenya to the
U.S. as a gesture of comfort and friendship in the wake of the attacks of September 11, 2001.

Freedom Train by Dorothy Sterling. Scholastic, 1970. A biography of Harriet Tubman, who
escaped from slavery, then led others along the same underground railroad.



Freewater by Amina Lugman-Dawson, Jimmy Patterson, 2022. Twelve-year old Homer and his
sister Ada flee the plantation where they were enslaved and find a home with other escaped
slaves in the swamp at Freewater.

Full Cicada Moon by Mailyn Hilton. Puffin Books, 2017. In 1969 females were discouraged from
an interest in science. That, and Mimi’s mixed race, make it difficult for her to find her place in
mostly white Vermont in this novel in verse.

Gleam and Glow by Eve Bunting. Harcourt Press, 2001. When Viktor's family has to flee their
home, he puts his pet goldfish in their backyard pond hoping they will somehow survive until he
can return to care for them.

The Goat Lady by Jane Bregoli. Tiloury House, 2004. Tells the story of an elderly French-
Canadian woman who lived in Massachusetts and raised goats to provide milk for people who
needed it. Heifer Project benefited from her generosity.

Goin' Someplace Special by Patricia McKissack: Atheneum 2001. A young girl visits a special
place where all are welcome, regardless of their skin color.

*The Great Shalom by Peter J. Dyck. Herald Press, 1990. Another one of Peter’s delightful stories
shared for young people growing in the Christian faith.

How to Find What You’re Not Looking For by Veera Hiranandani, Kokila, 2022. As the only
Jewish girl in her class, Ariel faces antisemitism on a daily basis and sees how it affects her
parent’s bakery but when Ariel's older sister elopes with an Indian man named Raj, it opens up
Ariel’s eyes to her parent’s racist beliefs.

The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes. Harcourt Brace, 1994. A story about friendships and
hurtful teasing.

If the World Were a Village: A Book about the World's People by David J. Smith; illustrated by
Shelagh Armstrong. Kids Can Press, 2002. Imagine the world as a village of just 100 people. This
book tells us who we are, where we live, what languages we speak, and what religions we
practice.

*I’'m Sorry Almira Ann by Jane Kurtz. Henry Holt & Co., 1999. Eight-year-old Sarah’s lively spirit
helps make her family’s long journey from Missouri to Oregon by covered wagon more
bearable. But her impulsiveness also causes major trouble for her best friend. Sara finds a way
to make it up to her.

The Jacket by Andrew Clements. Simon and Schuster, 2002. Sixth-grader Phil comes to an
awareness of his own racial prejudice after he sees Daniel, an African-American boy, wearing his
brother's one-of-a-kind jacket and leaps to the conclusion that Daniel has stolen the coat.



*Jacob’s Little Giant by Barbara Smucker. Viking Kestral, 1987. A family becomes involved an
exciting experiment—raising geese to help save them from extinction.

Jake Drake, Bully Buster by Andrew Clements; illustrated by Amanda Harvey. Simon & Schuster
Books for Young Readers, 2001. Jake faces the challenge of cooperating with the school bully on
a class project.

*Julia’s Words by Judith L. Roth; illustrated by Brooke Rothshank. Herald Press, 1990. At summer
camp, a girl learns to experience the world more fully through all of her senses as her deaf
bunkmate, Julia, teaches her to communicate through sign language.

Just A Dream by Chris Van Allsburg. Houghton Mifflin, 1990. A young boy dreams about a future
earth devastated by pollution and then understands the importance of caring for the earth now.

The Kid Who Changed the World by Andy Andrews. Thomas Nelson, c2014. Based on true
stories, this book shows how ordinary kids can grow up and change the world.

Lasagna Means | Love You by Kate O’Shaughnessy, Yearling, 2024. Eleven-year-old Mo’s life is
upended when she loses her caregiver grandmother. That causes Mo to be put in the foster care
system and she is looking for a family to love.

Leagues Apart: The Men and Times of the Negro Baseball League by Lawrence S. Ritter. Morrow
Jr. Books, 1995. A story of the players in the league and the racism they faced.

*A Leap of Faith, True Stories for Young and Old by Peter J. Dyck. Herald Press, 1990. A collection
of true stories that are written to inform, motivate and educate.

The Lemonade War by Jacqueline Davies. Houghton Mifflin, 2007. When a brother and sister set
up competing lemonade stands, they see how arguments can escalate beyond anyone’s intent.

*Lenka of Emma Creek by Sophia Unruh. Faith & Life Press, 1989. Based on a true story of how a
young girl discovered and helped a person treated unkindly by others.

The Liberation of Gabriel King by K.L. Going. Putnam’s, c2005. Gabriel, a white boy who is being
bullied, and Frita, an African-American girl facing prejudice, decide to overcome their many
fears together as they enter fifth grade in Georgia in 1976.

*The Lily Cupboard, A Story of the Holocaust by Shulamith level Oppenheim. A Trophy Picture
Book, 1992. A young Jewish girl is sent into hiding during World War Il to live with a non-Jewish
farm couple.

*The Long March: The Choctaw’s Gift Irish Famine Relief by Marie-Louis Fitzpatrick. Tricycle
Press, 2001. In 1847, when Choona and his Choctaw tribe hear of the famine in Ireland, they
reach out across the ocean to help them.



A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park. Clarion, 2010. When the Sudanese civil war reaches his
village in 1985, eleven-year-old Salva becomes separated from his family and must walk with
other Dinka tribe members through southern Sudan, Ethiopia, and Kenya in search of safe
haven. Based on the life of Salva Dut, who, after emigrating to America in 1996, began a project
to dig water wells in Sudan.

The Lotus Seed by Sherry Garland. Harcourt Brace & Co., 1993. A grandmother recalls life in
Vietnam and passes along her family's rich heritage to her grandchildren in America.

Making Waves, Fifty Stories About Sharing Love and Changing the World by Judy Clemonts, ill. by
David Leonard. Herald Press, 2020. This book is a showcase of 50 heroes who have stood up for
what’s right to make the world a better place.

The Mangrove Tree: Planting Trees to Feed Families by Susan L. Roth and Cindy Trumbore. Lee &
Low, 2011. With alternating verse and prose passages, this book invites readers to discover how
Dr. Gordon Sato’s mangrove tree-planting project transformed an impoverished village into a
self-sufficient community.

*Martha Berry: A Woman of Courageous Spirit and Bold Dreams by Joyce Blackburn. Peachtree,
1992. A farsighted pioneer in education started a school for underprivileged children in a tiny
log cabin in the mountains of Georgia.

*Martin Luther King: The Peaceful Warrior by Ed Clayton. Prentice Hall, 1967. The Story of the
life and ideas of this famous civil rights leader.

Martin's Big Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by Doreen Rappaport. Jump Sun,
2001. Provides information about King and his crusade for civil rights, as well as a sample of his
own powerful words.

Mascot by Charles Water, Traci Sorell, Charlesbridge Publishing, 2023. What if a school mascot is
seen as racist by some but not by everyone?

The Medicine Quilt-Inspired by a True Story by Margaret Doom, lllust. by LaShawn Medicine
Horn, Archway, 2021. A small town journeys from anger and mistrust to forgiveness and
respect.

*Mayfield Crossing by Vaunt Micheaux Nelson. Putnam Publishing, 1993. This is a story about
baseball, school, friendships, and overcoming racial differences.

*The Miracle Tree by Christobel Mattingley. Harcourt Brace, 1986. A tender sad story, and yet
hope is expressed in this peace book.

Mississippi Morning-by Ruth Vander Zee, ill. by Floyd Cooper, Eerdmans Books for Young
Readers, reprint 2017. In the midst of the great depression, James William has a hard time
grasping the harsh reality of the Klan and their hanging tree, until an unexpected encounter
brings the issue even closer to home.



Mockingbird by Kathryn Erskine. Philomel, 2010. Ten-year-old Caitlin, who has Asperger’s
syndrome, struggles to understand emotions, show empathy, and make friends at school, while
at home she seeks closure by working on a project with her father.

Molly's Pilgrim by Barbara Cohen. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1983. Molly brings her Pilgrim
doll to school and the whole third grade learns that it takes all kinds of Pilgrims to make a
Thanksgiving.

*Mother Theresa, Sister to the Poor by Patrica Reilly Giff. Puffing Books, 1986. A profile of the
saint of Calcutta who cared for the starving and homeless whom others had abandoned.

Mr. Lincoln’s Way by Patricia Polacco. Philomel, 2001. When Mr. Lincoln, the coolest principal in
the whole world, discovers that Eugene the school bully knows a lot about birds, he uses this
interest to help Eugene overcome his intolerance.

Mufaro's Beautiful Daughters: An African Tale by John Steptoe. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books,
1987. One sister is rewarded for her kindness to the people and animals she meets on her
journey.

*My Hiroshima by Junko Mormoto. Viking, 1987 or Puffin Books, 1992. The author remembers
her childhood in Hiroshima, Japan during World War Il and surviving the nuclear attack.

My Name is Maria Isabel by Alma Flor Ada. Simon & Schuster, 1995. Maria Isabel, born in
Puerto Rico and now living in the United States, wants badly to fit in at school, and the teacher’s
writing assignment “My Greatest Wish” gives her that opportunity.

*Nathan’s Secret by N Geraldine Plunkett. Brethren Press, 2000. Nathan’s father’s commitment
to God does not allow him to fight in the Civil War. Although he is hiding from conscripts, he
risks his life to save a wounded soldier.

Navajo Long Walk by Nancy M. Armstrong. Scholastic, 1994. A young Navajo boy, Kee, must
travel 300 miles with his family by order of the US cavalry. He makes friends with the Captain’s
son, but still hopes they will be able to return to their beloved land and way of life.

Night Boat to Freedom by Margot Theis Raven. Illustrated by E. B. Lewis. Farrar Straus Giroux
Publisher, 2006. Twelve -ear-old Christmas John rows escaping slaves across the river from
Kentucky to Ohio, and he dreams of the day he and Granny can also make the trip.

Nour’s Secret Library by Vali Mintzi, Barefoot Books, 2022. When their neighborhood in
Damascus, Syria is bombed Nour and Amir begin collecting books for a secret underground
library. The library and their brave spirits show hope and resilience in the worst of situations.
Based on the author’s life experience and inspired by a true story.

One Grain of Rice by Demi. Scholastic, 1997. A mathematical tale that has a young peasant girl
reminding the Ruler of the benefits of caring for and feeding the people around him.



Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper. Simon and Schuster, 2010. Considered by many to be
mentally challenged, a brilliant young girl with cerebral palsy discovers a technological device
that allows her to speak for the first time in her life. At last, she has a voice, but not everyone is
ready to hear it.

Pax by Sara Pennypacker, ill. by Jon Klassen, Balzer + Bray, 2019. Peter and Pax have been
inseparable since Peter rescued Pax as a kit. Now Peter is forced to return Pax to the wild. What
will happen to Pax and to Peter?

*Peace Be With You by Cornelia Lehn. Faith & Life Press, 1980. But what of peace heroes? This
book is filled with stories of heroes from biblical to present day “warriors” who have lived the
Christian way of peace.

*Peaceful Protest: The Life of Nelson Mandela by Malcah Zeldis McDonough; illustrations by
Malcah Zeldis. Walker, 2002. A biography of the black South African leader who became a civil
rights activist, political prisoner, and president of South Africa.

Peace Tales: World Folktales to Talk About by Margaret Read MacDonald. Linnet Books, 1992.
Stories of peace from around the world.

Peace, Locomotion by Jacqueline Woodson. Putnam's, 2009. When war directly affects the
family, 12-year-old Lonnie ("Locomotion") begins to hope and pray for peace and to grapple
with its meaning.

*A Penny and Two Fried Eggs by Geraldine Gross Harder. Herald Press, 1991. Exciting stories
about Christopher Dock, Christian Krehbeil and others. They had dreams to become leaders in
early America.

People by Peter Spier. Double Day, 1980. Delightful illustrations with words celebrating the many
differences of people around the world.

A Picture Book of Anne Frank by David A. Adler. Holiday House, 1994. An introduction to Anne
Frank's life story in pictures and an outline of events in her life.

Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco. Philomel Books, 1994. Two young boys - one black, one white -
desert the army during the Civil War. Only one lives to tell of their friendship and dangerous
journey.

*Pink Paper Swans by Virginia Kroll. William B. Erdman’s Publishing Co., 1994. A young girl
learns Japanese paper folding from a woman whose arthritic hands prevent her from doing the
work.



Playing War by Kathy Beckwith. Tilbury house, 2005. Four neighborhood boys enjoy dividing
into soldiers and enemies to play war, but when Sameer, a new boy in the neighborhood tells of
losing his family in a real war, they come to feel differently about the game.

The Pushcart War by Jean Merrill. Dell, 1987. A light hearted but perceptive satire on war.
Pushcarts and giant trucks engage in the streets of New York.

*The Queen’s Smuggler by Dave and Neta Jackson. Bethany House, 1991. A thrilling adventure
story involving William Tyndale, a Christian hero of the past.

*A Quiet Strength by Amelia Mueller. Faith & Life Press, 1992. The true story of Susana Ruth
Krehbiel, a strong and brave woman.

The Quiltmaker's Gift by Jeff Brumbeau. Pfeifer Hamilton, 2000. A generous quiltmaker gives
only to the poor, so how will the greedy king get one of her quilts? Through a change of heart,
of course!

The Quiltmaker’s Journey by Jeff Brumbeau; ill. by Gail de Marcken. Orchard Books, 2004.
Prequel to The Quiltmaker’s Gift. The quiltmaker grows up wealthy and sheltered, but radically
changes her life after she discovers the poverty and need outside her town and finds happiness
through giving.

*Race for Land by Esther Loewen Vogt. Herald Press, 1992. Arriving from Russia, a Mennonite
family participates in the Oklahoma Land Rush of 1893.

Reign, Rain by Ann M Martin, Feiwel & Friends c2014 - Rose Howard is obsessed with
homonyms. She's thrilled that her own name is a homonym, and she purposely gave her dog
Rain a name with two homonyms (Reign, Rein), which, according to Rose's rules of homonyms,
is very special. Not everyone understands Rose's “rules” and other things that make her
different — not her teachers, not other kids, and not her single father. When a storm hits their
rural town, the roads are flooded, and Rain goes missing. Now Rose has to find her dog, even if
it means leaving her safe places to search.

Remember: The Journey to School Integration by Toni Morrison. Houghton Mifflin, 2004.
Photographs from the 1950s bring to life the experiences and emotions of the African-American
students who were at the center of school integration. The author imagines the thoughts and
feelings of some of the people in the pictures to help us understand this time in history.

Restart by Gordon Korman, Scholastic, 2018. After Chase falls off a roof and is left with amnesia,
he realizes that he had been the biggest bully in school. Now he hopes to reinvent himself but
it’s hard when most of his acquaintances are afraid of him.

Rez Dogs by Joseph Bruchac, Dial Books, 2021. In this novel in verse, Malian was visiting her
grandparents on the Penacook Reservation when shelter in place orders are given for COVID-19.
So she makes the best of the extended amount of time with her grandparents while her parents



are back home in Boston, doing school online, listening to the stories of the old ways, enjoying
traditional foods, and making friends with a protector dog.

*Rosa Parks, My Story by Rosa Parks. Deal, 1992. Rosa’s courage and extraordinary life show
many accomplishments.

Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes by Eleanor Coerr. Putnam, 1977. Sadako is a Japanese
heroine who died at age twelve of leukemia as a result of radioactivity after an atom bomb was
dropped on the city of Hiroshima.

Sara, Plain and Tall by Patricia MaclLachlan, Harper Collins, 1985. Sara answers an ad in the
newspaper and moves from Maine to a prairie home. Happiness comes with hope and a loving
family.

Saving Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor. Simon and Schuster, 1999. The last in the trilogy. The
boy and Shiloh help Jeb by compassionate caring and receive help from Jeb in return.

*Selina and the Bear Paw Quilt by Barbara Sucker. Crown Publishers, 1996. Selina’s family’s
Mennonite religion forbids them to go to war so they must leave their home in Pennsylvania
and flee to Canada.

Separate is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez & Her Family’s Fight for Desegregation by Duncan
Tonatiuh. Harry N. Abrams, c2014. Years before the US Supreme Court ruling in Brown v. Board
of Education, Sylvia Mendez, an eight-year-old of Mexican and Puerto Rican heritage, played an
instrumental role in a landmark 1946 California desegregation case.

*Shalom At Last by Peter J. Dyck. Herald Press, 1992. Seuel to Great Shalom in which the forest
animals make a real peace with Mr. Farmer and a happy ending results.

Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor. Dell, 1992. A heartwarming story about a lost beagle and his
search for a good home.

Shiloh Season by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor. Simon and Schuster, 1996. A sequel to Shiloh. The boy
uses his dog Shiloh to begin a friendship with Jeb, who had mistreated Shiloh.

Sit-in: How Four Friends Stood Up by Sitting Down by Andrea Davis Pinkney; illustrated by Brian
Pinkney. Little Brown, 2009. Tells the story of four young men who followed Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr’s words of peaceful protest and dared to sit at the “whites only” Woolworths lunch
counter.

Smoky Night by Eve Bunting. Harcourt Brace, 1994. When riots break out in the streets of their
neighborhood in Los Angeles, a young boy and his mother learn the value of getting along with
others no matter what their nationality.

Spy for the Night Rider by David and NEA Jackson. Bethany House Publisher, 1992. A biography
of Martin Luther written through the eyes of a young person.



*Starting School with an Enemy by Elisa Carbone. Cloonfad Press, 2005. (available directly from
publisher: www.cloonfadpress.com) Worried about finding friends when’s he moves to a new
school, ten-year-old Sarah gets off to a bad start by making an enemy of a boy, but with help,
works out a solution to the conflict.

*Storytime Jamboree by Peter J. Dyck. Herald Press, 1994. Bible stories portrayed by animals: of
peace, fairness, and living out the faith.

Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt by Deborah Hopkinson. Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1993. A young
slave girl stitches a quilt with a map pattern which guides her to freedom in the north.

Swords to Plowshares: The Creation of John P. Klassen’s MCC Medallion by Lisa Weaver:
designed by Allison King; illustrated by Amanda Huston. Lion and Lamb Peace Arts Center of
Bluffton, Ohio, 2014. (Available at http://bluffton.edu/lionlamb). This book shares the true story
of Klassen gathering bullets scattered throughout his village in the Ukraine in the 1920’s and
transforming them into a work of art, told through the eyes of young Isaak. Through his artistic
gift, Klassen shares a message of transformation: bullets to bread, violence to peace, fear to
courage, and despair to hope.

Sylvia & Aki by Winifred Conkling. Tricycle Press 2011. At the start of World War Il, Japanese-
American third-grader Aki and her family are sent to an internment camp in Poston, Arizona,
while Mexican-American third-grader Sylvia’s family leases their Orange County, California, farm
and begins a fight to stop school segregation.

The Table Where Rich People Sit by Byrd Baylor. Macmillan Publishing, 1994. Mountain Girl's
parents help her understand that although they do not have lots of money, they are rich in the
things that matter, like seeing sunsets every day and hearing coyotes.

Tale of Three Trees Retold by Angela Elwell Hunt. David C. Cook c.1914. Featuring the wonderful
illustrations of Tim Jonke, this best-selling children’s book tells the Easter story from a new and
unusual point of view. Children will be deeply touched as they understand, perhaps for the first
time, the significance of Christ’s life and his atoning sacrifice on the cross.

The Talk by Alicia D. Williams, Illust. by Briana Mukodiri Uchendu, Atheneum, 2022. As a cute
little boy, Jay’s favorite things are having fun with his family and friends but as he grows bigger
his parents and grandparents worry about how his community will perceive him as a black
youth and have to talk to him about things to be aware of and behaviors to avoid. Thought
provoking for all races.

Talking Walls by Margy Burns Knight. Tiloury House Publishers, 1992. An illustrated description
of walls around the world, from the Great Wall of China to the Berlin Wall, and information
about their significance.

Teammates by Peter Golenbock, illustrator Paul Bacon c. 1990 HMH Books for Young Readers.
The moving story of how Jackie Robinson became the first black player on a Major League



baseball team when he joined the Brooklyn Dodgers in the 1940s. On a fateful day in Cincinnati,
Pee Wee Reese took a stand and declared Jackie his teammate. lllustrated with a blend of
historic photographs and striking watercolors.

*Ted Studebaker: A Man Who Loved Peace by Joy Hofacker Moore. Herald Press, 1987. The true
story of a young conscientious objector from Ohio who went to Vietnam during the Vietnam
War, not as a soldier, but as an agricultural worker.

Tiger Boy by Mitali Perkins and Jamie Hogan. Charlesbridge, c2015. Neel races to find the
escaped tiger cub before the poachers.

*A Toad for Tuesday by Russel Erickson. Beech Tree Books, 1974. An owl plans to keep and eat a
toad he caught for a birthday meal, but then a wonderful thing happens.

Train to Somewhere by Eve Bunting, illustrator Ronald Himler c. 1996, 2000 HMH Books for
Young Readers. Historical fiction. Marianne, heading west in the 1920s with fourteen other
children on an Orphan Train, is sure her mother will show up at one of the stations along the
way. Stop after stop goes by, and there's no sign of her mother in the crowds that come to look
over the children. No one shows any interest in adopting shy, plain Marianne, either. Then the
train pulls into its final stop, a town called Somewhere in lowa, where her new life begins, and
hope and faith sustain her.

Treasure Hunt: A Shenandoah Valley Mystery by Eunice Geil Smith. Herald Press, 2006. An old
diary hidden in the cellar leads Maggie to learn more about her family’s actions in the Civil War
and their decision to be peaceful Mennonites.

Troublemaker by Andrew Clements. Atheneum, 2011. When his older brother gets in serious
trouble, sixth grader Clay decides to change his own mischief-making ways, but he cannot seem
to shake his reputation as a troublemaker.

Uncle Jed's Barbershop by Marjorie King Mitchel. Simon & Schuster, 1993. Despite some serious
obstacles and setbacks, Sara Jean's Uncle Jed, the only black barber in the county, pursues his
dream of opening his own barbershop.

Uncle Willie and the Soup Kitchen by Dyanne DiSalvo Ryan. Morrow Junior Books, 1991. A boy
spends a day with Uncle Willie at the soup kitchen where he works preparing food for the
hungry.

Walking With Jesus: Stories About Real People Who Return Good For Evil by Mary Clemens
Meyer. Herald Press, 1992. A collection of twenty short stories.

The Wall by Eve Bunting. Clarion Books, 1990. A boy and his father visit the Vietnam War
Memorial to find the boy's grandfather's name.



*The War by Anais Vaugelade. Carolrhoda Books, Inc., 2001. Prince Favian does not want to
fight his father’s war so he is sent into exile where he devises a clever plan to trick the Reds and
Blues into stopping their war.

We are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball by Kadir Nelson. Little Brown Books for
Young Readers, 2008. The story of the Negro Leagues is the story of many players who persisted
through incredible discrimination and hardships to play baseball.

Wish Tree by Katherine Applegate, illustrator Charles Santoso c¢. 2017 Feiwel Friends. Red, an
oak tree who is many rings old, is the neighborhood "wishtree" —people write their wishes on
pieces of cloth and tie them to Red's branches. You might say Red has seen it all, until a new
family moves in. Not everyone is welcoming, and Red's experiences as a wishtree are more
important than ever.

White Bird: A Wonder Story by RJ Palacio, Knopf Book for Young Readers, 2019, Graphic Novel. A
character from the book Wonder, Grandmere tells of her Jewish girlhood in German occupied
France and of being protected by the classmate she helped bully.

*The White Feather by Ruth Eitzen. Herald Press, 1995. Based on a true story experience near
Cincinnati, Ohio in the early 1800’s, this is the story of a Quaker family who lived their peace
convictions by treating the Indians as friends and equals.

A Wolf at the Gate by Mark Van Steenwyck; illustrated by Joel Hedstrom. Mennonite Worker,
2015. An imaginative retelling of the legend of St. Francis and the Wolf. Red Wolf hates
humankind for destroying the forest, but an encounter with a humble beggar teaches her a
better way to confront injustice.

The World According to Humphrey by Betty G. Birney. Putnam's, 2004. Told from the point of
view of Humphrey, the classroom pet hamster, this story could lead to a discussion of how we
all make a contribution to learning if we see the needs of those around us. Humphrey's views
underscore the importance of knowing the full story before making judgments, and his
presence makes a positive difference in the lives of the people he meets.

The Wump World by Bill Peet. Houghton Mifflin, c1970. The Wump World is an unspoiled place
until huge monsters bring hordes of tiny creatures from the planet Pollutus.

The Yellow Star by Carmen Agra Deedy. Peachtree Publishers, 2000. The story of how King
Christian of Denmark led his people in civil disobedience by wearing the yellow star so that the
occupying Nazi army could not tell who was a Jew and who was not.



