Shalom Readers, Grade 6-8 BOOK LIST

The following titles have been carefully selected by educational professionals. New titles are
added every year. Grade categories are a guide; children may choose from any level according
to their interests and abilities.

Central Plains Mennonite Conference keeps a library of Shalom Readers books for check out by
Central Plains congregations. This library includes books that are out of print. Keep in mind that
only books that are still in print are available for reward books. Please note that a $15.00 fee will
be charged for each book that is borrowed from the Central Plains Shalom Readers Library and
not returned. This fee will be used to purchase replacement books.

*Books noted with an asterisk are out of print.
Grades Six through Eight

After Ever After by Jordan Sonnenblick. Scholastic, 2010. Jeffrey has been cancer-free for five
years, but he and his friend Tad still have to cope with the emotional and physical aftermath of
childhood cancer.

Aleutian Sparrow by Karen Hesse. McElderry, 2005. An Aleutian Islander recounts her suffering
during World War Il in American internment camps designed to “protect” the population from
the invading Japanese.

Anything But Typical by Nora Raleigh Baskin. Simon and Shuster, 2009. Jason, a twelve-year-old
autistic boy who wants to become a writer, relates what his life is like as he tries to make sense
of his world.

*Assassins in the Cathedral by Dave and Neta Jackson. Bethany House, 1999. A young Ugandan
Christian boy learns the strength of loving enemies through tragedy in his family and the love of
his church leaders during the terrible reign of Idi Amin.

The Attack of the Black Rectangles by Amu Sarag King, Scholastic, 2022. Mac and his classmates
discover that passages of their classroom read holocaust book “The Devil’s Arithmetic" by Jane
Yolen are blacked out and wonder who did it and why.

Belle Teal by Ann M. Martin. Scholastic, 2001. A young white girl witnesses the integration of
her public school in the early 1960's and realizes the importance of reaching out to others, even
when it is difficult.

*The Betrayer’s Fortune by Dave and Neta Jackson. Bethany House Publishers, 1994. In
Antwerp, Belgium in 1543 after his mother is arrested as a heretic, 15-year-old Adrien Wens
flees with the Anabaptist preacher Menno Simons and must decide whether or not to turn
Simons in to save his mother from death.



*Blizzards Wake by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor. Atheneum, 2002. A survival story is combined with a
teenage girl’s struggle to overcome hatred and learn to forgive.

Blue Jasmine by Kashmira Sheth. Hyperion, 2004. When twelve-year-old Seema moves to lowa
City with her parents and younger sister, she leaves friends and family behind in her native India
but gradually begins to feel at home in her new country.

Breaking Through by Francisco Jimenez. Houghton Mifflin, 2001. In this sequel to The Circuit, we
learn about the prejudice and challenges a migrant family faces as they try to improve their lives
and get an education.

Breakout by Kate Messner, Bloomsbury Childrens, 2018. Through letters, poems, text messages,
news stories and comics, three middle schoolers discuss how they and the people in their town
change when two inmates break out of the nearby maximum-security prison.

The Bronze Bow by Elizabeth George Speare. Houghton Mifflin, 1961. This novel traces Daniel
Bar Jamin's contact with Jesus and how it transforms his life.

*The Christmas Surprise by Ruth Nulton Moore. Herald Press, 1989. Indians burn her home, kill
her parents and take her brother captive. Kate is taken by her uncle Josh to the Moravian town
of Bethlehem, PA, here she experiences the love of peace and friendship for all people.

The Circuit by Francisco Jimenez. Houghton Mifflin, 1999. Tells of a migrant family's experiences
moving through labor camps and facing poverty, and discusses how they endure through faith,
hope, and back-breaking work.

*Color Me Dark by Patricia McKissack. Scholastic, 2000. Like many other African American’s,
Nellie Lee’s family moves north in search of a better life, hoping to escape the racism of the
rural south and take advantage of opportunities in the city.

Counting by 7’s by Holly Goldberg Sloan, Puffin Books, reprint 2014. Willow Chance is a 12-year-
old genius, with her own unique obsessions and quirks. She really only connected well with her
parents but now that they have both died in a car accident, read this book to see how Willow
copes with her grief, finds a new family and triumphs in this baffling world.

Crash by Jerry Spinelli. Knopf Books for Young Readers. 1996. “Crash” has always been
comfortable with his aggressive behavior, until his relationship with an unusual Quaker boy and
his grandfather's stroke make him consider the meaning of friendship.

*Dakota Sons by Audrey Distad. Harper & Row, 1972. The story of a boy who finds out what
friendship really means in the setting of American Indian life.

Darby by Jonathon Scott Fuqua. Candlewick Press, 2002. Darby stirs up strong emotions in her
small South Carolina town when she writes a story for the local newspaper promoting racial
equality.



*The Day Pearl Harbor was Bombed—a Photo History of WWII by George Sullivan. Scholastic
Books, 1991. A documentary containing historical photos and information about the Second
World War.

Dinged by Tommy Greenwald, Amulet Books, 2022. A high school star football player deals with
his former star football player dad’s erratic behavior and weighs the value of sports hero glory
over permanent physical damage.

Enchanted Air: Two Cultures, Two Wings, A Memoir by Margarita Engle. Atheneum, 2015.
Margarita tells of growing up during a time of hostility between the two countries that are
home and the cultures she loves.

Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan. Scholastic, 2000. Esperanza and her mother are forced to
leave their life of wealth and privilege in Mexico to go work in the labor camps of Southern
California, where they must adapt to the harsh circumstances facing Mexican farm workers.

Everything Sad is Untrue: (A True Story) by Daniel Nayeri, Levine Querido, 2020. Khosrou,
whom his Oklahoman classmates call Daniel, stands before his class to tell stories of his former
life in Iran, of fleeing in the middle of the night, of life in an Italian refugee camp and of
adjusting to his new life in the United States. The reader is left with hope and the knowledge
that there is a God who loves us.

Farther Than the Moon by Lindsay Lackey, Square Fish, 2025. Two brothers dream of being
astronauts but one brother has cerebral palsy. Includes lots of space travel information.

The Fighting Ground by Avi. Harper & Row, 1984. The reader follows one day in the life of
Jonathan, a Revolutionary War 13-year-old, as his view of war changes.

Finding Anna Bee by Cindy Snider. Herald Press, c2007. Anna Bee and her new friends at Camp
Amani Ya Juu discover a mysterious bridge to the past where their adventures teach them first-
hand about Christian faith heroes - and about themselves, each other, and the way of peace.

Fish by L. S. Matthews. Delacorte, 2004. Like the guide who looks out for Tiger's family as he
leads them to safety, Tiger, a young child, protects a fish rescued before the family flees a war-
torn country.

Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt. Penguin Random House c2015 very time she lands in a
new school, Ally is able to hide her inability to read by creating clever yet disruptive distractions.
However, her newest teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the trouble
maker. With his help, Ally learns that dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of.

The Fox Girl and the White Gazelle by Victoria Williamson, Kelpies, 2018. Syrian immigrant
Reema runs to remember the life she left behind, Glaswegian neighbor Caylin runs to find what
she’s lost and together they form a shaky friendship over hiding an injured fox and her cubs.



*The Fragile Flag by Jane Langton. Harper Collins, 1984. Georgie knew she had to march from
her home in Massachusetts to Washington, DC with her fragile flag and her letter to the
president. A serious, funny, crisis-jammed story.

*Friends and Enemies by Luann Gaeddart. Antheneum Books, 2000. In 1941 in Kansas, as
America enters WWII, 14-year-old William finds himself alienated from his friend Jim, a
Mennonite who does not believe in fighting for any reason and refuses to support the war effort
in any way.

*Gideon’s People by Carolyn Meyer. Gulliver Books, 1996. Two boys, one Jewish and the other
Amish, face youthful rebellion against their traditional heritage and find similarities between the
two religions.

Global: One Fragile World. An Epic Fight for Survival by Eoin Colfer, Andrew Donkin, Illust. by
Giovanni Rigano, Sourcebooks, 2023. This graphic novel tells the parallel stories of Sami and his
grandfather who live on the Indian Ocean and are finding it more and more difficult to earn
their living by fishing, and Yuki who lives in northern Canada where warming temperatures are
melting the ice causing Polar bears to come into town to search for food.

*Grab Hands and Run by Francis Temple. Orchard Books, 1993. A boy, his younger sister and
their mother make the dangerous journey north to Canada from El Salvador after the boy’s
father disappears and is presumed murdered by government soldiers.

Hattie Big Sky by Kirby Larson. Delacorte, 2004. Sixteen-year-old Hattie Brooks, who inherits her
uncle's homesteading claim in Montana in 1917 while the U. S. is at war, encounters anti-
German bias that endangers her new friends.

Henry's Red Sea by Barbara Smucker. Herald Press, 1955. A Mennonite history story of people
fleeing homes and villages in Russia for new beginnings. The story of Mennonite Central
Committee, Peter and Elfrieda Dyck, and the miracle of deliverance to freedom.

House Arrest by K. A. Holt, Chronicle Books, 2016. Timothy is a good kid who did a bad thing and
now he’s under house arrest for a whole year. This novel in verse tells about his experiences
with his sick younger brother, missing father, overwhelmed mother and how he tries to help
and cope.

How Many Days to America? by Eve Bunting. Houghton Mifflin, 1990. A modern Thanksgiving
story in which a boatload of Caribbean refugees wonders if they will make it to America and
how they feel when they arrive.

| Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban by Malala
Yousafzai with Patricia McCormick. Young Readers Edition. Little Brown 2014. At the age of
fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price for her desire to be educated. Malala has become the
global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize.



lllegal by Eoin Colfer and Andrew Donkin. lllustrated by Giovanni Rigano. Sourcebooks Young
Readers, 2018. In this graphic novel Ebo travels alone from Ghana on a hazardous journey in an
attempt to reunite with his brother and sister and find a better life in Europe.

*Jim Thorpe, 20th Century Jock by Robert Lisyte. Harper Collins, 1993. A biography of an
outstanding Native American Athlete.

Journey to Jo'burg by Beverly Naidoo. Harper & Row, 1986. Thirteen-year-old Naledi and her
nine-year-old brother, Tiro, travel by themselves through more than 300 kilometers of South
African countryside to save their baby sister.

The Land I Lost; Adventures of a Boy in Vietnam by Huynh Quang Nhuong. Harper Collins, 1982.
The true story of a Vietnamese boy describes the tragedy caused by conflict.

Linked by Gordon Korman, Scholastic, 2021. When a swastika shows up on the wall of the
middle school students are shocked and wonder who put it there. Media attention and finger-
pointing follow as more swastikas appear and crimes of the past and present are probed for
answers. As this tears the town apart, one group of students tries to bring people together

Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy by Gary D. Schmidt. Clarion, c2004. In 1911, Turner
Buckminster hates his new home of Phippsburg, Maine. Things improve when he meets Lizzie
Bright Griffin, a girl from a nearby poor island community founded by former slaves, which the
town fathers - and Turner’s - want to change into a tourist spot.

*A Long Way from Home by Marueen Crane Wartski. Westminster, 1982. A Holocaust survivor
recounts her liberation from a Nazi concentration camp, her search for surviving family
members, and her struggle to reach America.

Louder than Hunger by John Schu, Candlewick Press, 2024. In this novel in verse, 13-year-old
Jake is bullied at school which triggers an eating disorder. The book is based on the author’s
experiences and emotions living in residential treatment facilities as a young teen with an eating
disorder.

A Mango-shaped Space by Wendy Mass. Little Brown, 2005. Mia lives with synesthesia, an
unusual condition she keeps a secret until 8th grade. When her condition makes learning
impossibly confusing, she must go to her parents and a doctor for help.

Maniac McGee by Jerry Spinelli. Little Brown & Co. 1990. After his parents died his life changed
and he became a legend. Kids still talk about how fast he could run and his fame at untangling a
knot.

March Forward by Girl: From Young Warrior to Little Rock Nine by Melba Pattillo Beals.
[llustrated by Frank Morrison. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2018. Long before she was one of the
Little Rock Nine, Melba had questions about the rules that kept African Americans separate and
unequal from whites.



Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani, Puffin Books, c2019. Twelve-year-old Nisha writes letters to
her deceased mother describing her life as a refugee in 1947 following India’s independence
from Britain.

Nowhere Boy by Katherine Marsh, Square Fish, reprint 2020. Ahmed is struggling alone in
Brussels, Belgium as a refugee from Syria. He meets Max from Washington DC, who is in
Brussels with his family but struggling in this new culture and school.

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry. Dell, 1992. Somehow Anymore must find strength and courage
to save her best friend's life in 1943 as Nazi soldiers march through towns and the war
progresses. Life in Copenhagen, Denmark is experienced with food shortages and many
changes.

*QOasis of Peace by Laurie and Ben Dolphin. Scholastic, 1993. Two Israeli boys, one Jewish and
one Muslim meet at school and learn about each other’s cultures and ways of life. They
confront their fears and develop a bond of respect and friendship.

Off to War: Voices of Soldiers' Children by Deborah Ellis. Groundwood Books, 2008. A collection
of essays in which the children of Canadian and American soldiers who have been sent to war in
Irag share their feelings on their fathers' experiences and the impact they have had on their
family.

On Fire For Christ by Dave and Neta Jackson. Herald Press, 1989. A collection of stories about
Anabaptist martyrs.

The Only Road by Alexandra Diaz, Simon & Schuster, 2016. Inspired by true events, this is the
story of a boy who feels that leaving home and everything he knows is his only chance for not
only a better life, but to live and the treacherous journey he takes to get there.

Out of the Dust by Karen Hess c. 1997, 2005 Scholastic Inc. When Billie Jo is just fourteen, she
must endure heart-wrenching ordeals, but the quiet strength she displays is as surprising as it is
inspiring. Written in free verse, this award-winning story is set in the heart of the Great
Depression and chronicles Oklahoma's staggering dust storms, and the environmental--and
emotional--turmoil they leave in their path.

Petey by Ben Mikaelsen. Hyperion, 1998. Through his friendship with Petey, whose cerebral
palsy was misdiagnosed in his youth and who has spent his lifetime in institutions, a young teen
learns that everyone deserves respect and dignity.

Plant a Seed of Peace by Rebecca Seiling. Herald Press, c2007. Forty-three illustrated stories of
peacemakers from today and the past that tell of people whose lives point to something beyond
themselves - a transforming faith in God.

Project Mulberry by Linda Sue Park. Clarion, 2005. Julia, a Korean-American, and her friend
Patrick learn about tolerance, friendship, and patience while working together on a project
about silkworms.



Radical Jesus: A Graphic History of Faith edited by Paul Buhle et. al. c. 2013 Herald Press. This is
arguably the first modern effort to convey through comic art the meaning of Jesus and his social
message, not just in his own time, but also in the Radical Reformation, recent centuries, and in
our own time.

*The Ramsay Scallop by Francis Temple. Orchard Books, 1994. A betrothed young girl and young
man in the early 14th century are sent by the village priest on a mission for the village. They
learn each other’s strengths and how to work together.

Refugee by Alan Gratz, Scholastic Press, 2017. Josef is a Jewish boy trying to escape with his
family from Nazi Germany in the 1930’s, Isabel is trying to escape from Cuba with her family in
1994, and Mahmoud is trying to escape from Syria with his family in 2015. Chapters alternate
between the experiences of the three.

Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor. Dial Books 1991. During the 1930's the Logan
family children struggle to understand and do not accept the disparities they face in their school
and everyday lives compared to the white school and community.

Rules by Cynthia Lord. Scholastic 2006. Frustrated by life with an autistic brother, Catherine
longs for a normal existence, but her world is further complicated by a friendship with a young
paraplegic.

*Runaway to Freedom, a story of the Underground Railroad by Barbara Smucker. Harper Collins,
1979. Two young slave girls escape from a plantation and wind a hazardous route toward
freedom. Also published as Underground to Canada.

*Running on Eggs by Anna Levine. Front Street/Cricket Books, 1999. When Karen and Yasmine
become friends while members of a mixed Arab and Jewish track team, their family and friends
disapprove. But the girls hold on to their friendship and the others learn from it.

*Sarah’s Summer by Naomi R. Stucky. Herald Press, 1990. A gentle story of everyday life in a
Hutterite Colony.

*The Second Bend in the River by Ann Rinaldi. Scholastic Press, 1997. An historical romantic
novel about a friendship between a white pioneer girl and a powerful Indian chief.

Shades of Gray by Carolyn Reeder. Macmillan, 1989. Fiercely loyal to the Confederate cause,
twelve-year-old Will has lost all his immediate family in the Civil War and goes to live with his
aunt and her family. There he learns that although Uncle Jed refused to fight, he is not a coward
or a traitor.

The Shepherd’s Grand-daughter by Anne Laurel Carter. Groundwood Books, 2008. Amani, whose
lifelong dream is to be a shepherd like her beloved grandfather, Seedo, is devastated to discover
that the Israelis are going to build a settlement on the family homestead in Palestine. But while
her uncle and brother prepare to take a militant stance, help comes from unexpected sources.



Silver People: Voices From the Panama Canal by Margarita Engle. Houghton Mifflin, c2014.
Fourteen-year-old Mateo and other Caribbean islanders face discrimination, segregation, and
harsh working conditions when American recruiters lure them to the Panamanian rain forest in
1906 to build the great canal.

Six Million Paper Clips: The Making Of A Children's Holocaust Memorial by Dagmar Schroeder-
Hildebrand and Peter W. Schroeder. Kar-Ben Copies Ltd. c2004 describes the efforts of middle
school students from the rural Tennessee town of Whitwell to create a Holocaust memorial,
based on a collection of millions of paper clips intended to represent all of the victims
exterminated by the Nazis.

So B. It by Sarah Weeks. Laura Geringer Books, 2004. After spending her life with her mentally
disabled mother and being helped by their next-door neighbor’s loving attention, twelve-year-
old Heidi sets out on a cross-country trip to find out who she is.

Sounder by William H. Armstrong. Harper & Row, 1969. This classic story tells what it is like to be
poor, cold, and starving while your father is in jail.

Squint by Chad Morris and Shelly Brown. Shadow Mountain, c2018. Two new friends learn to
trust each other and discover what matters most while dealing with their own challenges.

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli. Scholastic c2000. A teen with a colorful personality, Stargirl, suddenly
finds herself shunned because of her refusal to conform.

*The Storyteller’s Beads by Jane Kurtz. Harcourt Brace, 1998. Two Ethiopian girls face hardships
and overcome prejudices in order to survive as they flee famine and war.

*The Story of My Life: An Afghan Girl on the Other Side of the Sky by Farah Ahmedi. Farah, the
victim of a land mine accident when she was a child, tells about her childhood in Afghanistan, a
country trapped in war throughout her entire life. She discusses the challenges she has faced as
a result of losing her leg, and in trying to adapt to living in the United States.

Sugar by Jewell Parker Rhodes. Little Brown, ¢ 2013. In 1870, Reconstruction brings big changes
to the Louisiana sugar plantation where a spunky girl named Sugar has always lived. Here is a
story of unlikely friendships and how they can change our lives forever.

Summer of My German Soldier by Bette Greene. Dial Press, 1973. The story of an unlikely
friendship between a twelve-year-old Jewish girl and an escaped German POW from an
Arkansas camp during the 1940's.

Taste of Salt: A Story of Modern Haiti by Frances Temple. Orchard Books, 1992. Djo, a
seventeen-year-old boy, tells his life story from a hospital bed after being beaten by government
thugs. Jeremie listens and also tells her story. They both worked for Father (and later President)
Aristide.



Thin Wood Walls by David Patneaude. Houghton Mifflin, 2004. When the Japanese bomb Pearl
Harbor, Joe Hanada and his family face growing prejudice, eventually being torn away from their
home and sent to a relocation camp in California, even as his older brother joins the U.S. Army
to fight in the war

Threads by Ami Polonsky. Chicken House c2009. To Whom It May Concern: Please, we need
help! The day twelve-year-old Clara finds a desperate note in a purse in Bellman's department
store, she is still reeling from the death of her adopted sister, Lola. Meanwhile, on the other side
of the world, thirteen-year-old Yuming has lost hope that the note she stashed in the purse will
ever be found. She may be stuck sewing in the pale pink factory outside of Beijing forever. Clara
grows more and more convinced that she was meant to find Yuming's note. Lola would have
wanted her to do something about it. But how can Clara talk her parents, who are also in
mourning, into going on a trip to China? Finally, the time comes when Yuming weighs the
options, measures the risk, and attempts a daring escape.

Three Cups of Tea: Young Reader's Edition by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin. Dial, 2009.
Adapts for young readers Greg Mortenson's book in which he recounts the experiences he had
while trying to help impoverished villages in Pakistan's Himalaya build schools for their children.

Trouble by Gary D. Schmidt. Clarion, 2008. Fourteen-year-old Henry, wishing to honor his
brother Franklin’s dying wish, sets out to hike Maine’s Mount Katahdin with his best friend and
dog, but fate adds another companion — the Cambodian refugee accused of fatally injuring
Franklin — and reveals troubles that predate the accident.

The Trouble with Heroes by Kate Messner, Bloomsbury Children's, 2025. Wrestling with grief and
anger since the death of his father, 13-year-old Finn makes restitution and experiences the
healing power of nature by attempting to climb 46 mountain peaks by Labor Day.

*To Life by Ruth Minsky Sender. Puffin, 1990. A Holocaust survivor recounts her liberation from
a Nazi concentration camp, her search for surviving family members and her struggle to reach
America.

*Tree Tall and the Whiteskins by Shirlee Evans. Herald Press, 1985. An Indian boy in frontier
Oregon has his first encounter with white people and from one family learns to know Jesus and
the Jesus way.

Under the Same Sky by Cynthia DeFelice. Farrar Straus & Girous, 2003. While trying to earn
money, a teen-aged boy becomes involved with the Mexicans who work on his family's farm. A
thought-provoking book on the role and rights of migrant workers in the U.S.



Views from Our Shoes: Growing Up with a Brother or Sister with Special Needs; edited by Donald
J. Meyer, illustrator Cary Pillo c. 1997 Woodbine House. Forty-five siblings, ages four to eighteen,
share their experiences as the brother or sister of someone with a disability: autism, cerebral
palsy, development delays, ADD, hydrocephalus, visual and hearing impairments, Down and
Tourette syndromes. Their personal stories introduce young people to others like them, perhaps
for the first time, and allow them to compare experiences. A glossary of disabilities provides
easy--to—understand definitions of many of the conditions mentioned.

The Voice that Challenged a Nation: Marian Anderson and the Struggle for Equal Rights by
Russell Freedman. Clarion Books 2004. Tells the life story of singer Marian Anderson, describing
her famous 1939 Lincoln Memorial performance.

*Waiting for the Rain: A Novel of South Africa by Sheila Gordon. Orchard Books, 1987. The story
covers nine years in the lives of two friends—one black and one white—and the conflicts
imposed on them by their cultures.

The War Game by Michael Foreman. Arcade Publishing, 1993. Some soldiers form friendships
with "the enemy" in World War I.

The Well: David's Story by Mildred Taylor. Dial Books, 1995. When the wells run dry an African
American family shares their well with all neighbors, including whites, who are not happy about
the situation.

*Winnie Mandela, the Soul of South Africa by Milton Meltzer. Viking, 1986. Winnie Mandela has
endured hardship and banishment to challenge her nation’s racist policies.

White Rose by Kip Wilson. Versify, c2019. This is the true story of a young nonviolent resister to
Nazis during World War I, told in poetry form.

With the Might of Angels: The Diary of Dawnie Rae Johnson Hadley, Virginia 1954 by Andrea
Davis Pinkney. Scholastic, 2011. Dear America Series. In the year 1955 in the state of Virginia,
twelve-year-old Dawnie Rae, a tomboy who excels at baseball and at her studies, becomes the
first African American student to attend the all-white Prettyman Coburn school, turning her
world upside down.

The Witness by Karen Hesse. Scholastic Press, 2001. In a series of poems, people in a small
Vermont town tell their story of how the KKK came and went.

Wonder by R.J. Palacio. Knopf 2012. Ten-year-old Auggie Pullman, who was born with extreme
facial abnormalities and was not expected to survive, goes from being home-schooled to
entering fifth grade at a middle school, which entails enduring the taunts and fear of his
classmates as he struggles to be seen as just another student.

Words by Heart by Ouida Sebestyan. Bantam Books, 1981. A young black girl learns that winning
a scripture memory contest may not overcome racial prejudices.



Zlata's Diary, A Child's Life in Sarajevo by Zlata Filipovic. Viking, 1994. A teenage girl chronicles
her life while there is a war in her country and city.



